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Faye Martin (in 1973)

Clouded for a time

remember making all of those gingham bedspreads with
matching eyelet pillow shams for the granddaughters one
Christmas. You don't remember embroidering a huge wedby Sandra "Faye" Musser
ding ring tablecloth for my wedding or flying to Oklahoma
to meet my plane with Mother and Daddy when my hus"Can we go to Grandma's? Please, Daddy? We will go
band, Darrell, died. You don't remember making my chilright to bed when we get home." Going straight home after
dren quilts or welcoming my new husband, Jim, into our
Sunday evening service was out of the question for the
"crazy bunch" called family. You don't remember making
three children of Lester and Martha Martin. Did Grandma
pies for a bake sale, potluck or the family next door. But
want us to come? Our response would have been, "Of
that is OK because I remember.
course she does!"
You lived out what God said in his Word and were a
I am the oldest granddaughter (my brother, Dick, holds
wonderful example to all of us. Dishonesty and pettiness
the distinction of being the first grandchild) born to Faye
were disgusting and unacceptable to you and you admired
and Emerson Martin of Clarence Center, New York. I was
and expected high ethical standards and integrity from all
named after my Grandma and have always tucked away a
of us. I want to be like you, Grandma, but I fall so far short
little bit of pride in sharing her name. Did I feel welcome at
of your example. I do love your Lord, though, with all of
Grandma's house? Always. There never seemed to be an
my heart. I know that it is your teaching to my Dad and
inconvenient time for her to have company.
Mother and then theirs down to me that has brought me to
Jesus. I don't have 10 children like you did, but I am teachGrandma no longer lives in the big farmhouse or even
ing my three the importance of God's Word, worshiping
the smaller house up the street. You see, Grandma Martin's
regularly and loving "my neighbor as myself."
memory is cloudy. She has Alzheimer's disease. She
doesn't remember me anymore, but I remember her very
Your life was a hard one during the Depression, I'm told,
well. Let me share with you a portion of my memory bank:
but I never knew anything but love and contentment in your
aunts, uncles, cousins by the dozens; quartered and peeled
life. Just between you and me, Grandma, I've always
apples for the cousins, mustard
known I was your favorite. (Or I
pickles, longhorn cheese, homethought I was until Charlie set
made ice cream, Christmas Eve
me straight!) It pains me not to
"Special People" profiles a
buffets, huge three-turkey
be
recognized when I see you
wide variety of Brethren in
Thanksgiving dinners, watermelnow.
You are clouded only for a
Christ members of all ages and
on, lemonade, quilts, vinegar
time, but I know that awareness
from all walks of life.
cruets, braided rugs and Scrabble
and light is awaiting you soon.
You are invited to submit a
games. I can see her plainly in her
God's memory is not cloudy,
short article about s o m e "Spepew (fourth from the front on the
Grandma, and who you were
cial Person" you would like to
right, next to Grandpa).
and are now are clearly recorded
introduce to Visitor readers.
and awaiting reward.
Now that I no longer can comArticles should be typewritten,
municate with Grandma there is
preferably 300-400 words, and
much I would like to tell her. I
must have the approval of the
trust God will pass this note along
person being profiled. If your
article is accepted for publicato her:
Emerson Martin passed away in
tion, w e will contact you to
May J 992. Faye Martin resides in a
I'm all grown up now, with
secure a photo for publication
nursing facility in Batavia, New York.
children of my own. But you
(which
will
be
returned).
Sandra "Faye " Musser is Director of
don't remember that anymore.
Music Ministries at the China BrethYou don't remember all the garMail your article to
ren in Christ Church, Chino, Calif,
dening and canning you did and
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
and a member of the General Conferthen shared with us all. You don't
166, Nappanee, EM 4 6 5 5 0 .
ence Board for Congregational Life.
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As we celebrate Christmas, we celebrate
the very things the prophets looked forward to...

The
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by David L. Hall

People who
read and study the
Bible are forever trying to discover
new insights to help them understand
all that is being said. One difficulty is
that instead of being one book, the
Bible is a composite of 66 books written by different authors spanning hundreds of years. Scholars have struggled over the question of whether
there is any intrinsic unifying element
to the total Bible or whether people
have just read into the text things that
force it to go together.
I'm convinced that the Bible does
have the continuity of a single book in
spite of its 66 parts. In fact, that's one
of the marvelous things about the
Bible, and it helps to show its divine
character. This continuity within the
Scriptures is very important to our
personal understanding of what God
has said and done—and what God is
doing today. One of the best foundations in Bible study is to see how any
particular part fits into the whole. I
doubt whether you are going to understand the 10th chapter of Ezekiel,
for example, unless you know how it
fits into the whole of the book and, in
turn, how Ezekiel fits into the whole
of the Bible.

David Hall is senior pastor of the Eliiabethtown (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church.

One principle of interpretation
which was stressed by the early
Anabaptists is still important today—
progressive revelation. This means
we have a fuller picture of what God
is doing in the prophets than in the
Pentateuch, and far greater understanding in the New Testament than
in the Old Testament. The different
books in the Bible build on the ones
that precede them and provide additional undergirding for those which
follow.
But what is the central idea that
runs through all of them and builds
the entire Bible in a cohesive unit?
Different scholars and students of
the Scriptures have said different
things. One man says it's the concept
of the Lamb. Another says it's the
teaching of covenant. And still another would say it's the Kingdom. There's
obviously a good bit to be said for all
of these, but for our purposes in this
advent season, I want to consider
even yet another—the idea of promise.
God gave a promise, to different
people and at different times, that he
would act—would do something
wonderful to deliver humanity and
bring about a great restoration. The
New Testament writers called this
plan the "promise." About 40 passages could be cited from almost
every part of the New Testament

which contain the word promise as
the essence of the Old Testament
teaching. And it's only one promise—
a single plan. Paul says in Acts 26:67: "And now it is because of my hope
in what God has promised our fathers
that I am on trial today. This is the
promise our twelve tribes are hoping
to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve
God day and night."
At this advent season, we celebrate
the fulfillment of God's promise.
From a temporal standpoint, it was a
long time coming. Who is able to say
exactly how many thousands of years
before God had given that initial
promise to Eve found in Genesis
3:15, when God said to Satan: "And I
will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and
you will strike his heel."
Again in Genesis 9 we find God
giving his promise to Noah. It becomes a pattern in the Old Testament
that God would reveal himself
through some special word or event,
and frequently coupled with this is
the promise of blessing that God was
working in some situation—or would
do so in the future. God's promise to
his people begins to be the distinctive foundation on which any relationship was established.
As time progressed, God's promise
was becoming more narrowly deEvangelical Visitor

fined. In Genesis 12 and 17, God's
promise comes to Abraham. It will
be through the genetic line of Abraham that God will fulfill his word.
Mary sees the continuity with this Old
Testament promise in Luke 1:55:
"...to Abraham and his descendants
forever, even as he said to our fathers."
Then in the closing days of Abraham's grandson, Jacob, yet another
dimension is added. Jacob is giving
his blessing to his sons, and he says to
Judah (Genesis 49:10): "The scepter
will not depart from Judah, nor the
ruler's staff from between his feet,
until he comes to whom it belongs
and the obedience of the nations is
his."
Not only will the promise be, as to
Noah, of the line of Shem, and not
only of Abraham's line, but of
Judah's family; and he will be a king.
And the angel's word to Mary was in
this vein: "He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever;
his kingdom will never end" (Luke
1:32-33).
Now a king must have a people.
So God gathers that group of Semitic
slaves in Egypt and gives them a
leader (Ex. 3), and then God promises them: "I will take you as my own
people, and I will be your God. Then
you will know that I am the LORD
your God, who brought you out from
under the yoke of the Egyptians. And
I will bring you to the land I swore
with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob" (Exodus
6:7-8).
And again we see Mary's association of this with the birth of her son in
Luke 1:54: "He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful."
God did take those slaves and
make them into a nation with a land
of their own. In time, a king came to
the throne and is remembered as a
man after God's own heart. God
renewed his promise with King David
and narrowed the fulfillment even
more in 2 Samuel 7:11-14: "The
LORD himself will establish a house
for you.... I will raise up your offDecember 1993

spring to succeed you...and I will
We are among those who are privestablish his kingdom. He is the one ileged to look back and see clearly
who will build a house for my Name,
with hindsight what God has done.
and I will establish the throne of his
Others, like Abraham, have had to
kingdom forever."
look forward to that which they didn't
fully comprehend. But Abraham did
So Solomon did follow David, and
know that God had promised, and he
God did establish his reign. And even
believed. Paul says that this is what
though the kingdom split after
justified Abraham: "It was not
Solomon with Judah eventually carthrough law that Abraham and his
ried off into captivity in Babylon,
offspring received the promise that
God's promises still continue to come
he would be heir of the world, but
down through those centuries. The
through the righteousness that comes
9th century prophets (Obadiah, Joel)
by faith. For if those who live by law
were sure of the promise regarding
are heirs, faith has no value and the
the "day of the Lord." The 8th centupromise is worthless.... Yet he did not
ry prophets (Isaiah, Hosea, Amos,
waver through unbelief regarding the
and Micah) shared the hope of the
coming "servant." The
7th century prophets
(Jeremiah, Habakkuk,
We celebrate that special
Zephaniah, Nahum)
event when God fulfilled his
lived during the time
the new covenant was
promise to humanity.
foretold. The 6th centuThe eyes of all believers
ry was a time of exile.
The prophets Daniel
throughout history are
and Ezekiel looked forfocused on this coming of
ward to that restored
kingdom which would
Jesus into our world.
be forever. The 5th century prophets (Haggai,
Zechariah, Malachi) shared the joy of
promise of God, but was strengthened
returning to the land; theirs was hope
in his faith and gave glory to God,
of the triumph of God's promise.
being fully persuaded that God had
power to do what he had promised"
And as we celebrate Christmas, we
(Romans 4:13-14, 20-21).
celebrate these very things the
That promise of God is the thing
prophets looked for. Peter writes:
that binds together all the people of
"Concerning this salvation, the
God in history. Regardless of when
prophets, who spoke of the grace that
the promise was given, or how much
was to come to you, searched intentof the promise was understood, the
ly and with the greatest care, trying to
dividing line is always between those
find out the time and circumstances to
who believe that God has spoken and
which the Spirit of Christ in them was
acted and those who do not. For some
pointing when he predicted the sufwho lived years ago, that promise was
ferings of Christ and the glories that
a projection of the future; for we who
would follow" (1 Peter 1:10-11).
live today, that promise is the wonder
In Acts 2:39 Peter actually refers to
of
a baby born in Bethlehem whose
the blessings available through Christ
name
was Jesus. But the nature of the
as the Promise: "The promise is for
promise
hasn't changed. It's still the
you and your children and for all who
word
and
act of a God who cannot
are far off—for all whom the Lord
lie.
And
as
we believe his promise,
our God will call."
we find ourselves part of a worshipSo at Advent time, we celebrate
ing community that goes back thouthat special event when God fulfilled
sands of years. It is with all of those
his promise to humanity. The eyes of
that have gone before that we, in this
all believers throughout history are
Advent, worship the God of the
focused on this coming of Jesus into
Promise.
•
our world.

some scholars believe was an
early Christian hymn. In that
passage (Phil. 2:6-11), he
uses a description of Jesus
to illustrate the attitude
believers should have.
Paul summarizes the
journey our Savior
made from heaven's
grandeur to Bethlehem's stable (and
back again). To consider the contrast
between the infinite
beauty and perfection of heaven
and the utter
degradation and
sinfulness of
earth's occupants is to
understand that the sacrifice Jesus
made did not begin on the crest of
Golgotha, but in the manger's straw.

by Richard Studebaker

Christmas
It's December? It can't be! Not
already. How many days left until
Christmas?
Please understand that I love
Christmas. The imminent arrival of
the holiday, however, prompts a
strange mixture of emotions for me.
On the one hand, there is a sense of
joy in remembering the events of the
Savior's birth and the warmth of family celebrations through the years. On
the other hand, there is a sense of
panic in the haste and hurry of all I
hope to cram into this year's holiday
calendar.
Is it already too late for us to make
this year different? Perhaps not. Perhaps now, before the hustle and hassle
of the holidays ambush us, before
hastily-charged gifts fill our mailboxes with bills and our minds with worries, there may still be time to stop
and think about the season we so hurriedly celebrate each year.
Perhaps there is still time to contemplate the true "cost of Christmas."

That phrase may conjure up images
of cash registers, checkbooks, layaway accounts and shopping carts
heaped with presents. Those may
indeed be the cost of our overextended celebration. The true cost of
Christmas, however, goes far beyond
dollars and cents. It isn't settled in
small monthly installments beginning
in January but was paid in full long
ago. The payment to cover the cost of
Christmas was made on a crowded
night in the village of Bethlehem,
when God the Son was born as a
human baby.
We too often forget the price which
the Son of God paid to come to this
earth, even before he went to the
cross. It is appropriate for us to sing,
"Joy to the world, the Lord is come!"
The centuries of waiting for God's
promised Messiah were finally over.
But the cost of that coming is too easily overlooked.
The Apostle Paul, writing to the
believers in Philippi, includes what

Though Jesus did not cease to be
"in very nature God" (v. 6) while living on this planet, he did step down
from his heavenly position. He "made
himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant" (v. 7). The incarnation was not only infinite God
becoming mortal man; it was the very
Lord of the universe becoming a
slave. This was the ultimate example
of the king assuming peasant rags to
mingle with his people. Only in this
case it was not a day's experiment to
be laughed at in the palace splendor
come evening, but a lifetime's experience to be concluded only in the
normal certainty of human death.
Does the newest video game for
Johnny still seem expensive?
As if becoming a servant wasn't
sacrifice enough, Jesus became a
human servant. We read in Hebrews
that angels are ministering (serving)
spirits (Heb. 1:14). Becoming an
angel would have been price enough
to pay. But Jesus was made "a little
lower than the angels" (Heb. 2:9). If
you have ever shuddered at the sinfulness of human nature around (or
even within) you, imagine the shock
to God's perfect holy Son to rub
shoulders with the likes of us. Sinless, spotless Lamb of God though he
was, Jesus walked and talked and ate
Evangelical Visitor

with tax collectors and other wellknown sinners to be our Savior. Yet
he was willing to be "made in human
likeness" and be "found in appearance as a man" (Phil. 2:7-8).
Is the price tag on Susie's new
bike still so troubling?
Of course, the cost of Christmas
was only a down payment on the full
price of salvation. Jesus became a
man and in so doing became obedient
to the normal limitations of human
life. The extent of his obedience was
"to death—even death on a cross" (v.
8)! "In him was life" (John 1:4) and
to know him is eternal life (John
17:3), yet he died! And he died the
tortured death of a convicted criminal.
We cannot imagine the physical pain
of death on a cross. We cannot understand the moral indignity of sinless
Creator dying for sinful creatures.
And we cannot repay the great cost of
his mission of grace.
Can we still worry about paying
our lay away s in time?
The hymn writer has expressed it
well: "Out of the ivory palaces, into a
world of woe. Only his great eternal
love made my Savior go!"
We must understand the great price
paid by our Savior just to come to
this earth, let alone go to Calvary. We
must also realize that no Christmas
gift will ever compare to the one he
gave to us that first Christmas. If the
sacrifice Jesus made is left out of
Christmas, there is nothing left to celebrate.
But what place does sacrifice have
in our celebration?
It is ironic that the one whose birth
we claim to celebrate is seldom
included on any gift list. Especially in
light of the multitudes of people who
celebrate no Christmas because they
know of no Christ, might there not
be ways of honoring Jesus at his birth
with a sacrificial gift to him?
We are told that there are more
than 2.5 billion people in our world
today who have never even heard of
Jesus Christ. That is a number far too
large for us to comprehend. Yet we
must consider that the cost of Christmas included them, too. The cost of
December 1993

Christ's coming to be our Savior was
one of great sacrifice. The cost of
sharing the good news of his coming
can have no smaller price tag.
The true cost of Christmas should
challenge all of us as individual
believers, as families, and as congregations to reshape our concepts of
celebration to include the essential
element of sacrifice. If every Christian in our nation would tithe his or
her Christmas budget with a gift for
missions work, what new frontiers
might be reached with the gospel? If
each of us were to give 25 percent of
what we usually spend on ourselves
to take the story of Christmas where it
has never been heard, might not the
true joy of Christmas be multiplied
next year as new voices join in praising the newborn King?
Paul tells us that Jesus returned to
heaven exalted by God and given the
name that is above every name. It is
God's desire that every knee on earth
should bow to the name of Jesus and

every tongue confess "that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the
Father" (Phil. 2:9-11). It will take our
sacrifice to carry his name to tongues
that have never spoken it.
Wisdom urges the Christian family to plan carefully for Christmas. Are
we planning to sacrifice or merely to
indulge? Will our celebration share
the good news of Christ's birth or
drown it out? Will our gift-giving
exclude the very one whose birth we
remember, or will we give him the
gift of loving others enough to share
what we already possess?
Let us, as believers, celebrate
Christmas with enthusiasm! Truly we
of all people have reason to celebrate.
But may our celebration not begin
until we have carefully and prayerfully counted the true cost of Christmas.

Richard Studebakerpastors the Nappanee
find.) Brethren in Christ Church.

by John Graybill
It was Christmas Eve 1990, at 9:00 p.m. when Lucille and I were
invited to our local picture framing shop for a special candle service.
The time frame was thirty minutes and all who attended (except
Lucille and me) stated that this was the first time they ever had seen
a Bible or attended a Christian meeting. I was excited.
We sang "Joy to the World" twice and I
began my message of what Christmas is all
about. Heads nodded, and as I tried to relate the
life story and purpose of Jesus' birth, slowing
going through his teaching, miracles and dying
on the cross, I noticed our time was about up.
Thus I announced we would each hold an individual candle and sing "Silent Night."
While getting ready, Lucille whispered,
"John, you forgot the resurrection....You left Jesus in the grave...."
(It surely is good we have wives to keep us on course.) So, quickly I
asked for an extension of time and began teaching the resurrection.
This was a growing experience for me, trying to explain the meaning of Christmas and the Christian life, simple and in a nutshell within a short time frame.

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL AND HOME

Christmas crafts
by Marlene LeFever

Tissue
Christmas balls
You will need tissues of different
colors (or food coloring and a brush
to add color to white tissues), balloons, liquid starch.
Follow these steps for each ball:
1. Blow up a balloon to the size of a
small or medium Christmas ball. Tie the balloon. Hang
it over a bowl to catch drippings.
2. Tear tissues into large pieces.
3. Put starch into a pan or cookie tray—any container with a large bottom.
4. Cover each piece of tissue with starch and put the
piece on the balloon. The tissue doesn't have to go on
perfectly flat. In fact, if some areas have several layers
of tissue, it will give the ball added strength. Cover
most of the balloon, but leave some open spaces. If
you are using white tissue, dab on patches of color
while the ball is still wet.

5. After about an hour, remove the extra starch from
the bottom of the balloon by dabbing it occasionally
with another tissue. Let the balloon dry overnight or
longer.
6. When the tissue is completely dry, carefully press
the balloon through the open spaces to separate it from
the tissue. When you are sure the tissue and the balloon
are no longer attached, pop the balloon.
7. Hang your ball on your tree. Or tie a thread to the
top and bottom of your balloon and a small piece of
paper to the bottom thread. Write a Christmas message
on the paper. Give your ball to someone special.

Paint a soapy gift
You will need a bar of white soap for each gift, soap flakes, tempera
paints, and a paint brush.
Plan designs for your soap bars. Make the first one very easy. Start by
making a Christmas star or tree ornament. Use a toothpick and very lightly trace your picture on the soap.
Mix a few drops of water with a small amount of soap flakes. The mixture should be thick. Add a few drops of tempera paint and stir until color
is well mixed.
Put one color at a time on your soap bar. The color mixture will be thick
and stand out from the bar like frosting on a cake.
Allow the soap to dry overnight.
Used by permission of David C. Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, III. 60120.

Evangelical Visitor

Christmas
amily ideas
by Louise Rock
Place on an ungreased baking
sheet and curve one end down like
the top of a cane.
Bake about 9 minutes at 375
degrees.
Use the candy cane cookies
to remind the family members
and guests of the shepherds
who used their crooks
(although probably not
curved at the top) to protect
their sheep. The cookies also
make good Christmas gifts.

Christmas
hymn search
Candy cane
cookies
As a family baking project, make
candy cane cookies.
1/2 cup shortening
1/2 cup butter or margarine, softened
1 cup confectioner's sugar
1 egg
1 1/2 teaspoons almond flavoring
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 1/2 cups sifted flour
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon red food coloring
Mix together shortening, butter,
sugar, egg and flavorings. Mix flour
and salt together, and stir in. Divide
dough in half. Blend the food coloring into one half of the dough. Take
about a tablespoon of red dough and
roll it into a 4-inch rod, like a pencil,
using a flour-covered board or waxed
paper. Do the same with the uncolored dough. Put the two strips side
by side and twist together as you
would in braiding. Pinch the ends.
December 1993

Relate the prophetic statements in
Isaiah 9:1-7 to Christmas hymns. (If
you don't own a hymnbook, borrow
one from your church for a week.)
Let each family member choose a
favorite Christmas hymn and find
ideas in it that are mentioned in the
Isaiah passage. For example: "Joy to
the World"—Isaiah 9:3 refers to
rejoicing; references to King, contrast
between sorrow and blessing, and ruling with righteousness.
Next, using a concordance, find
Old Testament references that the
Christmas hymn writers referred to
such as Bethlehem (Micah 5:2),
Emmanuel or Immanuel (Isaiah
7:14).

Foil ornaments
Make Christmas ornaments from
aluminum or colored metallic foil.
Cut your paper into square sheets 5"
by 5" for a large ornament, 4" by 4"
for medium. Place three or four of
these sheets together and stitch down
the center leaving thread for a loop at
one end. Knot the other end.

Fold the foil in half along your
stitched line. On the foil draw half a
design. The center of the design will
be the stitched line down the center.
Encourage designs which help tell the
true Christmas story such as a star, a
manger, or an angel. Be sure the loop
is at the top, and leave the knot at the
bottom. Cut out the design.
Open out the foil sheets and your
three-dimensional ornament is ready
to hang. Different colors of foil on
the same ornament will give an interesting effect.
Louise Rock is a free-lance writer and editor living in Rockford, Mich. She and her husband are the parents of two foster sons, now
grown. Printed by permission of David C.
Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, III. 60120.

Does Aunt Sarah really
need another sweater
this Christmas?

T

his Christmas, MCC provides an
opportunity for you to support
MCC's partners and projects
instead of traditional gift giving.
Money that would normally
buy a sweater for "Aunt
Sarah" can support our
sisters and brothers
around the world. A
card provided by MCC
tells Aunt Sarah of the
eift given in her honor.

GLOBAL
-%

So

For information contact
MCC or MCC Canada at
the addresses below, or the
MCC office nearest you.
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Mennonite
Central
Committee

Mennonite Central Committee
and MCC U.S.
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500
Akron, PA 17501-0500
(717) 859-1151 (717) 859-3889
Mennonite Central Committee Canada
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9
(204)261-6381

A N AMAZING STORY OF GOD'S CARE FOR HIS CHILDREN
by Lois Jean Sider

T

HE LAST WEEK OF MARCH found

the entire Sikalongo missionary population—Rachel Copenhaver, Chet and Millie Sollenberger, Mary Olive
Lady, and myself—in Zambia's capital city of Lusaka. We had gone to buy supplies, to have the brakes
on the car worked on, and to see Chet and Millie off
at the airport for their return to the States.
We shopped at different places, always leaving
one person in the van to discourage theft. Finally we
arrived at a paint store; Chet and Rachel went in to buy
for the new building at Sikalongo. Three of us were left
in the car, and I guess that made us a bit more relaxed
and less vigilant. We unwisely allowed ourselves to be
vulnerable, with my window open a bit and the sliding
door unlocked.
It seemed like only a couple minutes until
thieves came to the door, pulled it open and
began trying to grab bags from the back of the
van, behind the seat where we were sitting. Chet
and Millie's suitcases for their trip were all there,
so there was much shouting and confusion, trying to prevent them from getting those bags.
When they ran off, it seemed that we had been
successful; it was only then I noticed that my purse,
which had been on the floor almost under my seat, was
missing. While the thieves distracted us with the commotion on the door side, one had reached into the window beside me and pulled out my purse. This is a common tactic, and I felt quite low for having been taken in
by it. Nevertheless, the purse was gone, and we were in a
state of shock.
Mary Olive got out of the van and walked up the alley
into which the thieves had run and soon returned with
the purse. Some men had shouted to the thieves as they
ran, and they had apparently dropped it. The purse
wasn't completely empty; I was fortunate that my passport, house keys, vehicle registration book and Zambia
driver's license were still there. Of course all the money
was gone. Since you must pay cash for all purchases, I
had been carrying more than ZK35,000. My wallet with
Ontario driver's license, Zambia national registration
card (which we must carry everywhere), birth certificate,
credit card and $20 was also gone. My calculator and the
stamps I had just bought were missing, so they must
have looked through the purse fairly well before they
threw it down.
That incident put quite a damper on our spirits. But
Chet and Millie had made arrangements for all of us to
have supper at the home of a widow (whom they had
learned to know when they lived in Lusaka) before they
went to the airport for their night flight. We had a good
visit there.
Next morning Rachel and Mary Olive dropped me off
at the police station to report my losses. There they told

Before

prayed,
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me I needed to go to the civic center to get an affidavit
first. Since I didn't know where the civic center was—
and I had no money for a taxi—they found a man to
show me the way. So I walked out the door of the police
station with a total stranger who, as it turned out, had
also been robbed and was on his way to report stolen
documents. It was a long walk, and there we learned that
we had to pay K500 for each affidavit, good for only one
document. Since I had only a small amount of borrowed
money, I decided to file only the report for my national
registration card. By the time we got back to the police
station and they stamped my form, it was time for me to
meet Mary Olive. So I told the officials that I would get
my new card in Choma after I got home.
The trip home was another adventure. Before we had
gone too far, we stopped to fill the car with diesel. About
30 minutes later it began to lose power and sputter, as
though it wasn't getting enough fuel. It was 50-60 km to
the next town, so we kept going, gearing down and
pressing the accelerator to the floor, up and down hills
with hardly any speed at all. By the time we reached the
town, it was after 8:00 p.m., and all the stores and petrol
stations were closed. So we went to the police station.
There a police reservist let us use the phone to call John
Brubaker in Choma to let him know our situation. He
advised us that it might only be a bad tank of fuel, and
we talked about whether we should try to make the rest
of our journey that night. The policeman was adamant
that two women in a crippled vehicle should not go on at
Evangelical Visitor

night. So he took us to a Catholic guest house, where
they gave us each a room with a bed, some supper that
night and breakfast the next morning—and would not
take any money!
Next morning we started out. Had we had the money,
we might have waited for a garage to open. But mine
had been stolen, and Mary Olive had paid more than she
expected for the brake job. So we just left. It took us
three hours to go the 60 kilometers (35 miles) to the next
town, but our spirits were better because of the kindness
we had been shown. We could even joke about how
good it felt to be able to overtake (pass) a bicycle! All
the cars just zipped by us, and people looked with wonder at our slow progress. After that town, the car began
to run better, and we arrived home about noon. Sikalongo had never looked so good!
The principal had rearranged our schedules so I was
able to give my morning examination that afternoon and
still meet with my Sunday school teachers at 5:30. The

and Telecommunications Corporation. I tore it open
quickly and the first thing I saw was my Zambia national
registration card. Not far behind were my birth certificate, my Ontario driver's license and a few other things.
A letter was handwritten, saying, "Dear Madam, the
enclosed cards were posted in our EMS Posting Box,
allegedly by thieves. Kindly receive them. M.M. Besa."
It had the official post office stamp and the stamp of the
assistant manager of the express mail services. These
things had been stolen March 30th. They had been
mailed from Lusaka on April 1 st and this was now the
2nd! Now I knew why I had not been impressed to wait
in that long line for my card that day. It was already
coming to me in the mail. So I just thanked the Lord for
causing so much good to come out of so bad a situation.
One would think that this should be the end of the
story. "It's a miracle," one of my Zambian friends said.
But another miracle was still to be revealed. More than a
month before my purse was stolen, I received a check
from Bob and Karen Sherk of the Wainfleet, Ontario,
congregation. Perhaps I will let him explain exactly what
happened, so please read on.

y

one thing I did forget was the midweek service at the primary school at 12:40, at which I had been scheduled to
speak.
The next day I rode to Choma to get a new national
registration card with Mary Olive, who had a meeting.
But when I got to the office, the lines were so long that it
would have taken me several hours. So I went to
Nahumba, where I could phone my brother Neale in
Canada (I had already called from Lusaka to report about
the credit card) to give him an update. I marked examinations while I waited for Mary Olive to finish her meeting. On our way out of town, we stopped once more to
check the mail. I had checked that morning, and there
had been very little. This time the box was crammed full,
but since I was driving, I did not get a chance to look
through it until we reached home.
There was one long envelope mailed from the Posts
December 1993

ts, AS Lois JEAN HAS ALREADY MENTIONED, the Lord
also allowed Karen and me to be participants in this
miraculous story. It all began in June of 1992. Neale
Sider (Lois
Jean's
brother) and
his wife
Mary invited our family to their
home following our
Sunday
evening service. Lois Jean was home on furlough at that particular
time, so she was living with them. This was the first time
we had visited in the Sider home and our first time to
meet Lois Jean. I knew very little of her except that she
had devoted most of her life to missions. We were warmly greeted as we entered the home, and we spent an
enjoyable evening, though I spent most of my time talking with Neale and Mary.
For some unknown reason, as we were returning
home, I made a commitment to myself that I would pray
daily for Lois Jean. This was not an emotional decision—or even a deeply felt spiritual conviction. It was
rather a desire to pray for someone out of respect and
admiration. I had no idea God would use this simple
commitment in such a marvelous way.
continued on the next page
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NE THING THAT REALLY IMPRESSED ME Was the timing
of Bob's commitment to pray. It was on that very
Sunday morning that we had taken my mother to the
hospital with the pneumonia that claimed her life less
than two days later. It is very special for me to know that
at the time when my mother could no longer continue
her faithful prayers for me, God was raising up someone
else to carry the prayer burden. I know there are others
who are faithful in their prayers for me, and I am humbled and grateful. This whole incident has stressed to me
the greatness of God and his love and care in all areas of
our lives!

A

s DAY AND WEEKS PASSED I faithfully prayed for Lois
Jean. My prayers were sometimes quite short but
always sincere. Sometimes as I prayed I would be moved
by emotion, and at other times I simply felt admiration
for one who had completely surrendered her life to the
Lord. But each time that I prayed I believed that God
was hearing and answering my prayers.
Summer turned to fall, and fall to winter. And then, on
February 7,1 had a very unusual dream about Lois Jean.
I saw her working very hard, and she seemed to be in
great need. Two other women were also in the dream,
but all of the attention was focused on Lois Jean. The
dream was vivid and clear, as if it was being lived out
before my very eyes. I usually don't remember my
dreams, but in the morning I was surprised to recall the
entire experience. Later in the morning, as I was praying
for Lois Jean, the dream again flashed through my mind.
The Lord seemed to impress upon me that I was to send
a specific amount of money to her.
That evening as we sat around the supper table, I
shared the dream with my family. When I told my wife
about the leading to send money, 1 did not tell her the
amount that had been impressed in my heart. Very shortly, she acknowledged that she, too, felt we should send
money to Lois Jean, and she quoted the exact amount
that had been revealed to me. I immediately wrote to
Lois Jean, enclosing a money order, and sent it the following day. This was the first time I had ever written to
her.

I

REALLY APPRECIATED THE SACRIFICE made by a young
family to send that much money. I wasn't sure what
the Lord had in mind, because I was not in financial
need then. But I wrote and thanked them. It was a couple
weeks before I got to the bank and left the money order
with them to process the foreign exchange, deposit the
resulting kwacha into my account and send me a notice
of the amount.

O

that she had no financial need at that time. She suggested that perhaps the money could be shared among some
of the needy people she knew in her community, and she
wondered if we would approve of this action.
Needless to say, I was very surprised at the contents
of the letter. I knew that the Lord had inspired us to send
that specific amount of money, and I was convinced it
was entirely for Lois Jean's own needs. Nevertheless, we
wrote back stating that we had no objection to her disposing of the money as God directed her. We sent the letter, expecting that this would be the end of the issue. We
had no idea that the reality of the dream was still to be
revealed.
On April 12, we received a second letter from Lois
Jean, and we were absolutely amazed as we read it. She
explained that she had experienced a robbery since the
time of her last letter, and that all of the money in her
purse had been stolen. Since she had already deposited
our gift in the bank, that had not been stolen. The amazing thing was that after she calculated her financial losses, she found that the amount of the money God had
directed us to send was the exact amount of the money
that had been stolen.

I

t wasn't until after the robbery that I received the statement from the bank saying that K35.995 had been
deposited into my account. Then the pieces fit together.
The Lord had supplied the need ahead of time!

G

od is truly amazing. He knew every detail of Lois
Jean's circumstances before they even happened,
and he revealed her future financial need to us through
the dream. Even though none of us could foresee the end
results, God fit all the pieces together to create a marvelous story of love and concern. He arranged for all of
Lois Jean's needs to be met—from the return of her documents in the mail to the replacement of the exact
amount of money that was stolen. Not only that, God
also provided Lois Jean with additional prayer support
while developing a close and unique relationship
between Lois Jean and our family.
Can anyone ever measure God's greatness? I think
not. It far exceeds the realms of our comprehension.
Praise his holy name forever!
•

10 WE RECEIVED A RESPONSE to our letter.
Lois Jean told us how pleased she was to hear from
us and how much she appreciated the gift, but she stated
12
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od at work in our world
A gift for
Pastor Bernardo
Paul Eberhard—Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Recently Bernardo was brought to a
hospital here in the capital city, tied with
ropes. People in his community thought
he was crazy because of his preaching of
the gospel. [If this sounds familiar to
some of you, this is similar to Jose' Leon's
experience a number of years ago when
he first tried to preach to his family after
his conversion.] Bernardo was admitted
to the psychiatric ward. The doctor who
examined him determined that he was not
crazy; however, he did need surgery for a
hernia.
Bernardo had suffered the discomfort
of this hernia for many years, but he
knew he could not afford to have it
repaired. Now, because he had been
admitted involuntarily to a hospital for
other reasons, and the need for surgery
had been indicated by a doctor and not by
his own request, the operation was free!
He is recovering well but will not go
back to pastor in the same community.
Another man has filled in for him during
his hospitalization, and this man will continue as pastor there so Bernardo can go
and serve in another of our churches.
How great is our God! A free hernia
operation and a pastor/church planter
freed up to minister elsewhere—all
because some people thought a pastor of
the gospel was crazy.

family. He had been a practicing Muslim and had never before entered a Christian church. Nevertheless, in addition to
our language practice he was insistent
that we teach him and his family about
the Bible. I eventually discovered that a
Baptist friend of mine, who has moved on
to Mozambique, had met several times
with this man and had begun to share the
gospel with him. Now I was able to build
on that foundation.
At first I did not feel proficient enough
to teach from the Bible in Cheyao, so I
had a dilemma. In order to teach, I would
need to use an interpreter, which would
defeat my purpose in increasing my language ability. After a few months of language practice, I came up with a solution; If Mr. Somba was willing to put up
with butchered Cheyao and the interjection of many language-related questions
directed to my language helper, I would
teach from the Bible. This is what we did.
Mr. Somba is a gracious man.
The end result is that I have improved
in Cheyao, and Mr. Somba has decided to
follow Christ. He asked to be baptized,
along with his wife and three of his children. So I added Sunday afternoon prebaptism meetings to my schedule. Willie,
our interpreter and formerly a nominal
Muslim, also asked to be baptized. So in
July Mr. Somba invited many of his
friends to the baptism and afterwards
hosted a feast to celebrate the event with
the hope of introducing many more Yao
Muslims to the gospel of Jesus Christ. I
couldn't have thought of a better means
of evangelism.

New life in Limbe
Phil Byers—Matenganya village, Malawi
While in Limbe studying language I
was making weekly visits (sometimes
two or three times) to a nearby village
where there is a large population of Yao
people. There I met with the former
chiefs son, Mr. Somba, who was eager to
help us practice our Cheyao. The Yao
people of this area are somewhat different
from those of our village; here there are
many who are at least nominally Christian, and here the Muslims and Christians
live and mix together.
Mr. Somba comes from a Muslim
December 1993

Two women
Bruce Bundy—Madrid, Spain
Today (Sunday) has been a good day.
Actually, the way it started off was the
best. Even if the rest of the day had gone
badly, it wouldn't have mattered to me.
Among the average attendance (48) in
the Madrid congregation were three new
people. The story behind their attendance
is amazing. Let me tell you about two of
them.
First we meet Pilar, an average Madrid
mom, the kind of lady who worries about

the neighbors' loud stereo, the plumbing,
whether her young-adult sons make their
beds in the morning. Pilar is a young
Christian—the only one in her family—
and a bit timid.
Well, Pilar was on her way to church
yesterday. (Saturday was a fasting day
for those in the church who wanted to
participate.) They meet at the church at
10:30 a.m. and pray together until 4:00
p.m. Then they go and have lunch together at a downtown restaurant.
Traveling to the church in the metro
[subway], Pilar was reading her Bible.
As she enjoyed this time with the Lord, a
young man came and sat down beside
her. She sensed that he wanted to talk to
her, but he didn't say a word. So timid
Pilar began the conversation! As she told
us later, the young man ended up attending the six-hour prayer service with her.
And he was one of our visitors in church
today! We rejoice with Pilar.
Second, we see Veronica leaving the
prayer-fast, going with her friends to the
restaurant. As she walks a man rushes up
to her and asks, "Where is your church?
You are a Christian, aren't you?" She was
rather blown away by the experience, but
she did get the right information to him.
This man also walked into church this
morning, and as he listened to the message the Lord impressed him to change
some of his plans. He is a Brazilian millionaire, a Christian man who has come
to Spain to begin a business with the hope
of sending the profits back to Brazil for
the Lord's work there. Now he senses
that the Lord would rather have him support his work right here in Madrid. This
could even include buying the whole
building (four floors) in which the church
now meets and in which Lin Berry envisions starting a school for church planters
in January. The rental and remodeling of
the entire fourth floor for just this purpose
has been a real act of faith for all of us.
Whether all this works out or not, the
point is that God has means far beyond
our wildest dreams, and he will not be
limited by mere financial problems.
I thank God for demonstrations of his
power in strange ways such as these, and
I am grateful to God for the maturing of
the body of believers here in Spain.
•
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Zimbabwe

A spirited

peace
church
by Tiny van Straten-Bargeman
The fire in the fireplace spreads a
pleasant warmth. It is winter in Zimbabwe and the outside temperature
drops fast from this afternoon's 19
degrees C to the promised 5 degrees
(with possible frost) for the advancing
night. In the tropics! Our hostess
Jester sits on the floor, surrounded by
her children. We try to do the same
but are allowed to sit on the couch.
Time for a devotional moment. Ed
is asked to read from the Bible. We
pray. We sing a few hymns—in Ndebele; the only word we understand is
Yesu. It is very homey. I get tranquil;
it is not just warmth of the fire but
also this intimacy in which we may
partake.
The people we meet—Brethren in
Christ—are pious and cheerful. They
love to sing and their churches swarm
with choirs and singing groups. For
instance I saw and heard a group of
young men singing a long song with
the recurrent text: "Where is the stone
that came rolling down from the
mountaintop?" At first it is just a
question. Then they get restless and
start to look for it—all the time
singing and moving. Then they do
find a stone ("This is the stone that
came rolling down...") but soon doubt
sets in: "Is this the stone?..." and they
inspect the stone from all sides. "No,
this isn't the stone that came rolling
down from the mountaintop" and
they go on looking for their object
until they find a Bible. That seems to
be it—but, the real stone that came
rolling down is (and they cast their
eyes heavenward) Jesus.
They are pious and cheerful, but
not without problems. Women do a
lot in the congregation; they preach,
they teach in Bible school, they wander from village to village to evangelize (the Brethren in Christ Church in
Zimbabwe grew in 20 years from
14

Members of the Lobengula congregation, one of 10 Brethren in Christ
churches in Bulawayo. The church was packed with 1,500 people, and
some watching from outside through doors and windows.
3,000 to 16,000 members), but they
may not be ordained. The issue is
being discussed in a lively fashion.
There seems to be more of a cultural
than a biblical background. Within
the family the man comes before the
wife, the boy before the girl. The
woman serves the man. There are
signs of change but tradition is strong.
That becomes clear, too, at the conference of the African Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ Women's Fellowship which I attended as a guest.
Many things are heavily determined
by tradition, and even these women,
who really do want change, at times
find it difficult to overcome tradition.
In Zimbabwe schools boys and
girls are strictly equal. That causes
difficult situations in the families and
is hard on the girls when they marry
and have to accept their husband as
superior. In the family where we are
staying things are a bit different, but
the couple spent five years in Hungary, where the man studied. There
are six children, one of them is a girl.
Each of them has been allotted some
household chores by Jester, who herself works as a full-time teacher.
There is help in the house, too.
The Brethren in Christ Church of
Zimbabwe was established by missionaries who came from America in
1898. While on the boat to Africa
they still did not know where they
would start. But when they heard that

the railroad from Johannesburg
(Joburg, everyone says here) had
reached Bulawayo that seemed as
good a place to them as any. The captain of the ship advised them to see
Cecil Rhodes in Capetown. Rhodes
gave them an introductory letter for
the Bulawayo authorities with the
advice to give them 3,000 hectares
of land in the Matopo region, saying:
"Missionaries are better than policemen and cheaper." Matopo Mission
still exists.
We visited its boarding school.
There are 700 students—400 girls and
300 boys, 36 teachers and 10 other
personnel (like in the bakery). In the
Mission's church is a plaquette with
the names and years of the first missionaries. Most of them died after
only a few years. But they did establish the Anabaptist tradition in Zimbabwe. When shortly after Independence armed hostilities erupted between the parties of Mugabe (ZANU)
and Nkomo (ZAPU) it was Bishop
Stephen Ndlovu of the Brethren in
Christ who, with the support of other
church leaders, succeeded in bringing about reconciliation. It is a peace
church, therefore, full of cordial and
sprightly people. To be allowed to be
with them makes me festive and
grateful.
This article appeared in the Algemeen
Doopsgezind Weekblad on August 21, 1993.
English translation by Ed van Straten.
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Antrim Mission Prayer Fellowship

The world at
our doorstep
by Kendra Meyers

Hundreds of thoughts flooded the
minds of the Mission's Committee as our
pastor closed the final event of Antrim's
Mission Week. Our hearts were full of
gratitude at this quiet and almost sacred
moment! God had certainly placed his
blessing on the activities!
Months earlier we heard, "a mission
conference"! You mean a whole week
devoted just to missions? What an assignment and challenge, Pastor Munger; we
never had that at our church!
With that challenge, the Antrim Missions Prayer Fellowship began to envision what at times seemed like the impossible. After many committee meetings,
hours of planning, and lots of prayer, our
theme, "The World at Your Doorstep,"
started to become alive in our hearts and
within our church.
Missions Week, Sept. 12-19, 1993, began Sunday morning with the choir singing "Song for the Nations." Stately international flags hung with our American
flag symbolizing the world around us.
Pastor Munger spoke on Acts 13:1-4 of
how we can be successful at spreading
God's Word to all the world.
Sunday evening we traveled, via
slides, to Venezuela where 11 Antrim
youth and 4 advisors shared Jesus
through puppets and mime ministry this
past summer. Our TIMS Team (Teens in
Missions Service), consisting of 22 youth
and their leaders who spent a week in
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August in Home
Missions work in
Juniata County, was
also highlighted.
- f»
—m s i
Several other youth
who served in
short-term missions
took us to Honduras, St. Vincent
Island and several
European countries.
J'
1
Tuesday night
•few--*
jHL
was "ladies night
out" with Esther
-^^ff^SI
Spurrier as our mis.'•HP--'sionary speaker.
Her slides enabled
Modelling dresses from Ethiopia, India, Ecuador and Pakistan.
us to feel closer to
our Zambian sisters
to medical books before performing
as she shared the responsibilities that are
tedious, unfamiliar surgeries. We realpart of the African culture. Difficult probized how much medical staff and suplems that invade their homes include
plies from the United States mean to
alcoholism, AIDS, and promiscuity. Now
needy people around the world.
we can pray for them with renewed
awareness of their needs, both physical
Saturday night the fellowship hall was
and spiritual.
filled with much excitement as the youth
enjoyed a pizza bash with Pete and Mim
Wednesday night we moved on to
Stern and international students from
Russia with Sharon Weisser. She had the
Philadelphia. The evening was filled with
unique privilege to help Russian teachers
fun, games, and amusing skits. Our youth
learn how to apply biblical truths in the
were challenged by a video entitled "Cold
classroom. This experience opened doors
Water" which encouraged each of us in
to share the gospel and planted seeds for
the States to make all internationals feel
future watering.
welcome in our country and suggested
Friday night was "kids night." Ray
ways for that to be accomplished.
and Darlyss Kipe took our children on
Sunday morning in our worship seran imaginary trip to Africa. Our children
vice a panel discussion was conducted
were excited to hear how African chilbetween the Sterns and the international
dren make their own toys. Their faces
students.
cringed as they were shown a piece of
rolled hippopotamus skin that had been
Our grand finale for the week includused as a disciplinary tool in a typical
ed an international meal partially preAfrican school.
pared by our guests. Our menu included:
pifia colada (Mexico); peanut soup
On Saturday, couples and single adults
(Africa); pan de jamon (Venezuela); oriattended an early morning breakfast bufental stir fry (Chinese); fruit cup and
fet at a nearby restaurant. Dr. and Mrs.
Japanese cookies (Japan). Chopsticks
James Teeter showed
were provided for adventurous people!
slides of their shortterm Mission OutFollowing our meal, eight internationreach Ministry that
als shared greetings in their native lanthey have been
guage. Abram Harder, from Paraguay,
involved in for 30
who lives with an American family
consecutive years.
through MCC International Visitor
Teamed with the
Exchange Program, captured our attenLord, Dr. Teeter often
tion as he beautifully played several
was the only hope of
selections on his harp. Five young ladies
survival for hundreds
modeled outfits from various countries
of people. Many times
including Ecuador and Pakistan.
he had to quickly refer
Our theme song summed up the whole
purpose of Missions Week: "Spread the
Word 'til everyone has heard the good
news of the gospel proclaimed. Spread
the Word, spread the Word 'til everyone
International students
with Mint Stern prepar- has heard; 'til millions know salvation in
ing stir fry for our meal. his name!"
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N AUGUST WE PACKED UP THE FAMILY

and headed out to Des Moines. I hoped
the Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS)
could help me stop talking about how
great all those other people are who help
the poor and help me actually do something. The wisdom of this Proverb had
been haunting me for some time: "He
who gives to the poor will never want,
but he who turns a blind eye gets nothing
but curses" (Prov. 28:27 NEB). I saw Des
Moines flooded; I knew we even had a
Brethren in Christ congregation there; I
wanted to help; I felt the onset of a curse
if I didn't go. So I asked Gwen if she
wanted to pack up the van and the kids.
She said yes.
We received a lot more from the experience than the absence of a curse. The
inevitable blessing, for which I had also
hoped, came as well. It was just like
another Proverb had taught me: "He who
is generous to the poor lends to the Lord;
he will repay him in full measure" (Prov.
19:17 NEB).
Our family and one high school age
friend drove all night from Pennsylvania
to Iowa and managed to get to work on
the home of a family of flood victims
starting the day we arrived. Through the

From left to right: Cornelius (our MDS team captain); the White family: Jacob, Luke,
Ben, Gwen, Rod and Joel; Nate Harbaugh; the Purk family: Melody, Cory and Ron.
room was also a pastor. I rarely impress
anybody so much when I'm wearing a
tie. We found out that these were people
who had moved to Des Moines years ago
and had instantly been burned in a church
going through a split over a pastor's infidelity; they had avoided God's people
ever since. Their teenage son had a Ouija
board he had preserved from the flood.
They were poor in
more than material
goods.
We got them to
smile (most of the time because
we are such silly people). We let
them cry and be depressed. We gently
testified of our faith and told some of the
story of our journey. They asked us
where the Brethren in Christ Church is.
God became a servant in Jesus to reveal
himself. It is still a great method.
Thirdly, we found out again how
much the structures of our society are
unconverted. It is not that there aren't
many people in our country who care and
are generous; it is phenomenal how much
aid flowed into Des Moines, as far as we
could tell! We heard that one day Hillary
Clinton's brother had been on the street
where we served. When he found out that
red tape was holding up some materials,
he got on his car phone and solved the
problem on the spot! But that was the
only time that happened.
Our flooded friends had many horror
stories to tell about their relationship to
the powers that be. On the day of the big
flood, our friends had 45 minutes to flee,
instead of the two hours they had been
promised, before the water was let out of
the overfilling dam. The government told
them to expect two to three inches of

A lot of conversion
was going on
by Rod White
process of cleaning up the muck, reinsulating, redrywalling and taping, roofing
and other odd jobs, a lot of conversion
was going on.
First, we were being converted. It is
one thing to know the truth and another to
practice it. I love God and I love the
poor—I talk about that all the time, but it
seems a lot more real when I'm grimy
out of love for some person who is actually in need. My servanthood muscles
needed a workout in the worst way. It
felt good to stretch.
The kids were stretched too. I don't
think we could have taken a better vacation. They not only learned some homebuilding skills through on-site training,
they learned how to become poor for the
poor, like Jesus. You can't learn that anywhere but on site.
Secondly, the recipients of the MDS
aid were getting converted. About twothirds of the week went by before the
owners of the home found out that the
grubby Christian hammering in the bed16-

water in their house. They were up to the
armpits. "Good Morning, America" came
by in a boat to film shortly after the disaster, and rescued a dog the family had
intended to get in the second load. FEMA
mistakenly condemned their house; that
put them in the "hopeless" category, so
they couldn't get certain kinds of aid.
They spent their relocation money on
materials to rebuild since there were no
apartments that would take a teenager and
three dogs. They got into trouble for that,
too. They needed to call FEMA, the Red
Cross said, and get things straightened
out. They tried first thing every morning,
but the line was always busy.
So our friends not only had to cope
with being poor to begin with, and then
being flooded and depressed, but in that
state they also had to become experts on
the bureaucracy in charge of much of
their future. Thank God the Christians
cooperated and came through so fabulously in Des Moines! If you had to rely
on the government caring for you, you'd
soon be disappointed. But the other kingdom is alive and well. That's encouraging.
One day the mother in the home where
we served had a smile on her face. As
she talked, we realized that there was an
entirely different person there, whom we
had not yet met. Restoring her house was
good in itself, but God blessed us by
allowing us to see that such deeds help to
restore people, too. That's what God likes
to do. He helped us learn that we like it,
too.
Rod White is pastor of the Fairview Ave.
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., and serves
on the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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Empty nest/
full house
by Nancy J. Garis
We were going through the empty nest syndrome. Not only
had both our children left home, but the house that had been used
for over 20 years for a lively nursery school fell silent as I made
the decision to return to public school teaching. Where noise and
laughter once reverberated throughout our house, the quietness
of a funeral parlor pervaded. At that point in time, the Hamulumbu family entered our lives.
David Hamulumbu, after having served as headmaster at
Macha Secondary School and financial secretary in Zambia,
decided to further his studies in economic development. He
brought his wife, Adin, and five
children, ages 3 to 14, to
Philadelphia. Difficulties
plagued them in their neighborhood. While David worked all
night, Adin and the children
experienced a car break-in, windows broken to enter their
teenager's bedroom, and mounting bills. The small, dark apartment was inadequate by our
standards.
Housing was on our minds
now because our church was
putting the parsonage up for
sale, as soon as Pastor Ryan's
family move J .o their new
house. A quick check with the
trustees gave us the OK to offer
the parsonage at reduced rent to this deserving family. The catch
was that the pastor's family would not be moving for a month.
Hmmm—Mark and I exchanged one of those meaningful looks
that only the long-married have achieved. Yes! "Would you
like to live with us until the parsonage is available?" I'll never
know who was more surprised at that invitation—them or us. In
the following week, David, Adin and five children packed and
moved into our home, registered at local schools and began life
in suburban Bucks County. I relived the motherhood stage of
school schedules, buying gym shorts and soccer car pooling.
My overriding concern was how our Zambian friends would
be accepted. Blacks in our neighborhood? My urgent need to
connect with neighborhood kids on bus 28 prompted me to take
Neesha and Leah to a house down the road. (Forgive me, God,
I didn't even know these neighbors' names.) I had seen several
pre-teens there. As Mrs. Carter invited me in, the small group of
soccer players interrupted their play to ask "my kids'" names,
and would they like to play? (Little did they know that soccer is
the national sport of Zambia!) Glancing out the window as I
sipped my tea, I soon saw Mr. Carter arrive home. He strolled
over to Neesha and grasped his hand in friendly welcome. Leah's
new friends sent two winter coats home with her. And so it
began.
Our nearly all-white schools welcomed them with open arms.
Neesha's seventh grade guidance counselor was genuinely interDecember 1993

ested in his background and sports abilities. She planned for a
classmate to accompany him throughout his first day at junior
high. The fifth grade girls in Leah's class argued over who
would sit next to her. Her teacher miraculously "discovered" sufficient money to cover Leah's expenses for a class trip to Gettysburg. A soccer coach proposed that there was no fee for her
to join their team. Linda had the least adjustment, as she had
already been commuting for her sophomore year at Christopher
Dock Mennonite High School. A new bus schedule and following our shower line-up were mainly what she faced.
We wondered about church life. We were not surprised that
adults donated furniture, clothes, and manual help when the big
move to the parsonage occurred in November. But would longstanding friendships among our young people prevent inclusion? It was heartwarming to see Linda and Neesha join our
multi-ethnic youth choir, youth group and quiz team. Leah sang
in the children's choir and became a sought after guest for birthday parties. She and her preschool brothers, Nevin and Nathan
were involved in our Wednesday night club program. These
shy little guys warmed up to Sunday school and eventually got
into a Headstart program. Six
volunteers from the congregation provided their transportation.
And their parents? David
was much less stressed-out after
moving to Souderton. Because
of the short distance to his third
shift job, he appreciated the
extra time for studies and being
with his family. Adin blossomed. Already a caring, model
mother and homemaker, she
found time to help with primary
kids on club night and snared in
teaching Junior Worship. She
enrolled in a computer class at
church and even contributed to
wage-earnings by babysitting
our little grandson. We enjoyed shopping together—she with her
overflowing, carefully priced groceries, and I with my semifilled cart.
Months passed quickly. When David received his M.B.A.
from Eastern College in May, my husband and I felt as proud of
him as his six beaming family members did. There was a huge
lump in my throat—part happiness, part sadness—knowing that
this dedicated family would soon return to serve their Zambian
brethren.
The final days of preparation before their mid-August departure were filled with a flurry of activities and decision-making.
One of those decisions was that Linda would stay to complete
her final two years of high school. She prepared for her move to
the home of active church members, Jan and Gary Turner. Then
on Sunday, August 15, amid promises to write, snapshots, hugs
and tearful goodbyes, our congregation spontaneously bid
farewell at the conclusion of the worship service. Lunch was
squeezed in quickly on our patio before the Hamulumbus all
piled into the heavily loaded church van that would take them to
New York. As Mark eased the vehicle out of our driveway,
arms waved their final goodbyes to me. Tears flowed, confirming what I already knew...none of us would ever be the same.
Mark and Nancy Cans are members of the Souderton (Pa.) Brethren
in Christ Church.
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Schellin new
CHA director
The Christian Holiness Association
has announced the appointment of Steve
Schellin as its new Executive Director
beginning June 1, 1994. He will replace
the retiring Dr. Burnis Bushong of Gas
City, Ind., who has served for six years.
Reverend Schellin, 31, is Minister of
Youth and Children at Faith Memorial
Church of Christ in Christian Union in
Lancaster, Ohio. He graduated from Circleville Bible College in Circleville, Ohio
in 1984 and has had additional training at
the University of Cincinnati, Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, and Ohio University.
He held positions with former United

Listening with
the heart and
overcoming
the silence
"It is with joy and sadness that we
welcome you" were the opening remarks
to the approximately 200 people who
gathered for "Listening with the Heart: A
Symposium on Abuse," held October 1416, 1993 at the Branch Fellowship
Church in Harleysville, Pa. Why sadness
and joy in one welcome? Sadness that
abuse—the physical, sexual, emotional,
and spiritual violation of one human
being by another—exists at all, and joy
that such a gathering could take place to
provide the opportunity and resources for
survivors, pastors, and care-givers to
name the un-nameable, think the unthinkable, and speak the unspeakable.
Sponsored by the Atlantic Conference
of the Brethren in Christ Church, the
Eastern District Conference of the General Conference Mennonite Church, and
the Franconia Conference of the Mennonite Church with input from MCC's
Women's Concerns, the stated goals of
the event were "to provide a safe place to
educate participants about abuse: physical, emotional, sexual, and religious; to
raise awareness of and acknowledge our
individual and corporate denial; to offer a
time for pastors to discuss abuse issues;
and to recognize before God and each
other the individual and corporate pain
of abuse and to seek healing."
Delivering the keynote addresses was
18

States Congressman Bob McEwen
and Circleville
Bible College before joining the
staff at Faith Memorial in 1986.
Dr. O. D. Emery,
president of CHA,
stated, "Steve Schellin brings excellent
talents to this task and we expect to move
aggressively forward with his leadership." Dr. Bushong declared, "I feel very
confident in turning responsibilities over
to Steve Schellin. His youth, energy,
enthusiasm, and administrative experience are precisely what is needed in
CHA."

The Brethren in Christ Church is one
of nearly 20 member denominations of
the Christian Holiness Association, which
represents 11 million members worldwide who are committed to the Wesleyan-Arminian doctrine.
Rev. Schellin and his wife Stephanie
will continue to live in Lancaster, Ohio.
Mrs. Schellin is Professor of Christian
Education at Circleville Bible College
and provides Christian Education consultation services to local congregations.
The 126th Annual Convention of the
Christian Holiness Association is scheduled to be held in the First Church of the
Nazarene, Nashville, Tenn., April 19-21,
1994, where Dr. Stan Toler is pastor. Top
speakers and musicians will be featured.

Carolyn Holderread Heggen, psychotherapist, pastoral elder in the Albuquerque Mennonite congregation, and
author of Sexual Abuse in Christian
Homes and Churches (Herald Press). In
two plenary sessions Heggen spoke on
"The Lie that Binds Us: Abuse in Religious Homes and Churches" and "The
Truth that Heals Us: Ministering and Preventing Abuse in Religious Homes and
Churches."
Heggen presented three distortions of
Scripture or faith principles that have
been used by the church and which have
allowed abuse to flourish. The first distortion is that the community image is
more important than the individual's
pain. Secondly is the lie that says God
intends the hierarchical model of male
dominance for human relationships.
God's original intention for human relationships to be of mutuality and equality
went awry with the entrance of sin,
Heggen stated. The good news, Heggen
said, is that Jesus came to restore the original blessedness of creation. The third
distortion is the belief that sexual attitudes and behavior are private and not
appropriate congregational concerns.
Because of this, Heggen asserted, generations of sexually wounded and frustrated individuals have been unable to come
to the church for help.

artist, and therapist in training, the retreat
invited participants to "celebrate the possibilities for healing." As Kunkel noted,
"For Christians, it is often difficult to find
spaces to celebrate, when there has been
no acknowledgement of pain." The purpose of the retreat was to create a safe
place for celebration.
In an address to the group, Kunkel
noted that "survivors of abuse who are
finding healing are like those survivors of
war who find, amidst the rubble and
destruction around them, a small undamaged clay pot. As these survivors look
around, they find that others nearby are
also climbing out of the rubble, also
clutching items still whole. This is how
we find hope in the darkness—in discovering that part within us that is still whole,
and in finding other survivors who are
doing the same."
Participants at the retreat reflected a
broad range of experiences in terms of
how the church has or has not facilitated
their journey to wholeness. While some
felt that their faith in Christ and their
church community were central to their
healing, others lamented that church attitudes and practices had created obstacles
to healing.
Throughout the weekend, there were
many tears, but also much laughter—and
much embracing. Perhaps the most significant thing about the weekend was, as
one participant said, "finding others on
this journey, and drawing strength from
them."
A similar retreat may be planned in
the future. A retreat for male survivors of
abuse is also under consideration.

A month earlier, Sept. 17-19, 15
Brethren in Christ and Mennonite women
met in Paris, Ont., to celebrate their healing from experiences of abuse. The twoday retreat was planned by a group of
survivors, in cooperation with MCC Ontario's Office of Family Violence Concerns.
Facilitated by Gail Kunkel, a survivor,

From reports by Sharon K. Gehman and
Esther Epp-Thiessen.
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Allegheny Conference
Oct. 10 was Family Life Sunday at the Air
Hill church, Chambersburg, Pa., with speakers
Norman and Betty Charles. On Rally Day, Oct.
31, the Dave Kyllonen family presented song
and drama. • The Living Fire group of the
Fairview Ave. church, Waynesboro, Pa., had a
barn party Nov. 6 at Bishop Kipe's. • Recently
82 persons were present at the Faith church,
Baltimore, Md., for an anointing service for a 9month-old baby with cancer. • The Five Forks
church, Waynesboro, reports earnings of over
52,000 for the building fund from their threeyear recycling project. • The women's Bible
study resumed Oct. 5 at the Hollowell church,
Waynesboro, with a study of Heart Trouble. A
used furniture/antique auction for the building
fund was Oct. 7. • Dr. and Mrs. Robert Worman
gave a missions presentation Oct. 17 to the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation. • The Messiah College Singers were in concert Oct. 10 at the New
Guilford church, Chambersburg. "A Heart for
Missions" was the theme Oct. 22-24. • Lane
Hostetter led a wills clinic Oct. 25 for the
Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa. •
John Schock led revival services for the Van
Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md., on Oct.
15-17.

Atlantic Conference
Jeff House and Clifton Phillips served as
speaker and musician for the Oct. 22-24 renewal services at the Conoy church, Elizabethtown,
Pa. • The Celebration Singers were in concert
Oct. 17 at the Cross Roads church, Mount Joy,
Pa. The congregation has begun serving a simple
meal on Wednesday evenings. • The Elizabethtown congregation moved into their new
3,000-square-foot Christian Education addition
on Oct. 17. • Oct. 10 was Friend Day at the
Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., with local high
school principal Glenn Worcester as speaker; a
soup, salad, and potato bar; and music by Cindy
Erb. • In November the Free Grace church,
Millersburg, Pa., began a "Body and Soul Aero-

bic Exercise and Bible Study Class" supplemented by Wednesday/Friday aerobics only. •
The Harrisburg, Pa., church sponsored a square
dance on Nov. 13.
Steve Smith, businessman preparing for the
ministry, spoke Oct. 24 to the Hummelstown,
Pa., congregation. • On Oct. 10 the Lancaster,
Pa., congregation gathered in the "seed harvest"
from the $10 bill distributed to each household
on Apr. 25. On Oct. 31 the children gave the
musical "It's Cool in the Furnace." • A Christian
counselor is at the Manor church, Mountville,
Pa., every Thursday. Visits are subsidized by the
church. The Women's Ministries had a holiday
ideas night on Nov. 4. • Scot and Jennifer White,
and Ian and Clare Stell were featured on Oct. 17,
Missions Day at the Mastersonville church,
Manheim, Pa. • The men and children of the
Millersville, Pa., church planned to enjoy an
afternoon at Susquehannock State Park on Oct.
2. On Wednesdays the women are studying
"Hidden Keys to Loving Relationships." • The
Whites (Mexico), the Stells (Zimbabwe), the
Wormans (Zambia), and Arthur Climenhaga
spoke at the Nov. 13-14 missions conference of
the Palmyra, Pa., church.
The Refton, Pa., church had "How to Be a
Small Group" training events in October. • A
new singles group began in October at the Silverdale, Pa., church. • The Skyline View
church, Harrisburg, Pa., had a nine-session STEP
program (Systematic Training for Effective Parenting) in October. • The youth of the Souderton, Pa., congregation had a hoagie sale on Oct.
2. A men's fellowship and devotional series led
by Pastor Ryan on Saturday mornings is on the
book Invitation to a Journey. • The Speedwell
Heights church, Lititz, Pa., had renewal services
Oct. 23-24 with George Kimber. • Two persons
were baptized Oct. 10 into the fellowship of the
Stowe, Pa., church. Luke Keefer Jr.'s Everything
Necessary was the subject of study on October
Sunday evenings. • Eugene Heidler spoke at the
Oct. 23 celebration and commitment dinner of
the Summit View congregation. New Holland,
Pa.

Layne Lebo ordained
Rev. Layne A. Lebo was ordained to
the Christian ministry on Sunday
evening, Sept. 19, 1993, at the Mechanicsburg, Pa., Brethren in Christ Church.
Rev. Kenneth R. Hepner, senior pastor,
preached the ordination sermon. Bishop
John Hawbaker led the ordination rite and
gave the charge to Pastor Lebo. Others
who assisted in the service were Dave
Barr, Minister of Music; Doris Barr,
organist; Quin Hock, pianist; David Barnett, Associate Pastor; Leland Carlson,
friend; Dannel Lemons, his father-in-law;
Earl Lebo, his father; and Greta Lebo, his
December
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Canadian Conference
On Oct. 31 the Boyle congregation, St.
Ann's, Ont., had a carry-in dinner to honor the
80th birthday of Osborne Beamer. • The Delisle,
Sask., church enjoyed an Oct. 17 concert with
Mark Sorell. • In October the Falls View church,
Niagara Falls, Ont., began a grief bereavement
care group, and a 10-week study on "Growing
the Church." The congregation celebrated their
35th anniversary Oct. 17 with speaker Ross Nigh
and "The Original Falls View Men's Quartet." •
A potluck meal followed the Oct. 31 concert by
Emmanuel Bible College Music Ministry Team
at the Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont. • The
denominational missions video was shown Oct.
3 at the Kindersley, Sask., church. Blair Wainman spoke. He is preparing to go to Colombia
with Action International.
The Lakeside Community congregation,
Calgary, Alb., participated in the "Survival Skills
for Changing Times" 50-Day Adventure in
September and October. • The Gospel Echoes
Prison Ministry Team provided a program for the
Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation on Nov. 7. •
Pastor Leadley of the Orchard Creek church,
St. Catharines, Ont., recently preached a series
on "The Five Marks of the Mature Christian." •
The Oct. 17 evening service of the Port Colborne, Ont., church featured slides and missions
reporting. • Linda Rees taught parenting skills
and discussed family issues at the Oct. 16-17
family life seminar of the Ridgemount church,
Hamilton, Ont. • Bishop Shaw brought a sermon
Oct. 3 on Christian leadership to the Rosebank
congregation, Petersburg, Ont. Member Dave
Hallman went to Colombia Oct. 30—Nov. 12
to help remodel church properties.
The Sherkston, Ont., church was host site
for the Oct. 15-16 Women's Missionary Auxiliary Weekend. • The youth of the Stayner, Ont.,
congregation had a "slave day" Oct. 23 for
accomplishing odd jobs. A church board, deacons, and spouses retreat was Oct. 29-30 at Scott
Mission Lodge. • The October sermon series at
the Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont., was
"Jurassic Park...Barney...and the Bible." • "Parenting Teenagers" was one of the fall Sunday
school offerings at the Wainfleet, Ont., church.
Becky Mashinter has begun a women's coffee
break hour each week with crafts, coffee, and
fellowship. • The Welland, Ont., church hosted
an Oct. 30 women's seminar, "Triumphant, Victorious Living" with Sue Augustine. • Norman
Parish led a seminar Oct. 9 for the Westheights
congregation, Kitchener, Ont., on spiritual warfare. Parish is a missionary serving with Continental Missionary Crusade in Guatemala.

Central Conference

wife. Pastor Lebo is a graduate of Messiah College and Asbury Theological Seminary. A reception followed the service.

Nov. 3 was family night at the Amherst
church, Massillon, Ohio, with the video "The
Genesis Solution." • Three new banners grace
the walls of the Ashland, Ohio church thanks to
the talents of one of the members. • The youth of
the Bethel church, Merrill, Mich., planned a
hayride for Oct. 1. • John Hawbaker led revival
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meetings Nov. 14-18 at the Beulah Chapel
church, Springfield, Ohio. • On Oct. 3 Harvey
Stickley from Ontario ministered in the morning
service of the Carland-Zion church, Owosso,
Mich. The movie "Jesus" was shown in two segments in October. • The Christian Union
church, Garrett, Ind., honored their senior citizens at a luncheon Oct. 10. • The Fairview
church, Englewood, Ohio, had a work day Oct.
10 to help single parents, widows, and the elderly with fall chores. • On Oct. 3 the entire service
of the Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich.,
focused on communion, with the congregation
moving to one of three tables to partake of the
elements.
On Oct. 10, Pastor Studebaker of the Nappanee, Ind., church led a "Finding My Ministry"
seminar which was well-attended. • The women
of the Northgate fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio,
learned to cover photo albums at their Oct. 19
meeting. The annual costume party was Oct. 30.
• On Oct. 17 Paul Hostetler shared slides with
the Homebuilders Class of the Pleasant Hill,
Ohio, church, and preached the morning message. A carry-in dinner followed. • The Sippo
Valley church, Massillon, Ohio, hosted a wor-

ship seminar Nov. 13 with Luke Keefer and Eric
Stanton. • On Oct. 3 the Union Grove church,
New Paris, Ind., viewed the Joni film "The Journey." • The Valley Chapel church, Canton,
Ohio, reports revitalization physically and spiritually, with new carpet and drapes in the sanctuary, and the initiation of Bible study groups.

Midwest Conference
October was Sunday school enlargement
month at the Abilene, Kan., church, with a goal
of 100 in attendance on the final Sunday. A hot
dog roast was planned for noon on the 31st. •
The Bethany church, Thomas, Okla., offered
keepsakes and mementos of their 100th anniversary celebration: commemorative plates, imprinted pens, and a booklet of Bethany and Jabbok
history. • Moderator Harvey Sider spoke during
the Sunday school and worship hours Oct. 31 at
the Mound Park church, Dallas Center, Iowa. In
the afternoon he met with persons interested in
the denomination's structure changes. • The Mt.
View church, Colorado Springs, Colo., welcomed eight new members on Oct. 17. Bishop
Ginder visited that day.
The recent Oak Park church, Des Moines,

A week
Fasting and Prayer

nm®

The General Church Leaders and Bishops
call every congregation to
Prayer and Fasting
Focus:
• Personal and corporate renewal
• Increased passion for the lost
• Renewed commitment to obedience
Note: Pastors will receive suggestions to assist in the focus.
Specific prayer requests may be sent to:
Harvey R. Sider
Brethren in Christ Church Office
Box 290
Grantham. PA 17027
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Pacific Conference
The Chino, Calif., church hosted the Oct. 23
Pacific Conference Women in Leadership Seminar. On Oct. 17 the guest speaker was Les
Blank, Dean of Azusa Pacific University School
of Theology. • The Ontario, Calif., church
enjoyed a concert by Ric and Cherie on Oct. 28.
The church shared a potluck meal with the Hispanic congregation on Nov. 7. • The Pacific
Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., actively
supported the 10th annual MCC fall festival Oct.
9 which grossed about $60,000 for worldwide
relief. Henry Ginder spoke in the Oct. 31 services. • The Upland, Calif., church hosted the
conference prayer rally on Oct. 10. Sheron Brunner spoke on behalf of Lifeline Women's Shelter
on Oct. 24.

Southeast Conference

for
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Iowa, fall Sunday school picnic was announced
as "The 1993 Flood Damage Control, Garage
Refurbishing, Non-annual Award Dinner, Cookout and Banquet." • "Impacting Your World"
was the October series of messages by Pastor
Lehman at the Oklahoma City, Okla., church. •
The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., had
their annual Western party on Oct. 17. • The
Zion congregation, Abilene, Kan., hosted the
area missions conference with the Graybill
Brubakers, the Wormans, and Paul Hostetler. •
On Oct. 1 the Red Star congregation, Leedey,
Okla., welcomed Henry and Faithe Landis as
interim ministry couple.

The Community Bible church, Sarasota,
Fla., reports regularly scheduled intercessory
prayer for the church and for unsaved friends
after each Wednesday evening Bible study. •
The Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla.,
had a "Down on the Farm" costume party on
Oct. 31. A talent night was shared on Nov. 21. •
On Oct. 31 in the evening the Winchester, Va.,
congregation had a social and dessert bar with
the video "The Doubled Harvest."

Susquehanna Conference
On Oct. 17 the Hetrick Family Singers were
in concert at the Big Valley church, Belleville,
Pa. Sam and Nancy Davis shared on Oct. 20
about their work in Mexico. • Brenda Doyle is
the new Director of Children's Ministries at the
Carlisle, Pa., church. Craig Gephart and Scott
Wen were in concert Nov. 7. • The Oct. 23-24
missions weekend at the Cedar Grove church,
Mifflintown, Pa., included an evening learning
about Mennonite Central Committe and Mennonile Disaster Service. • The Family Circle

Correspondents: A big part of your
job is to highlight events in the bulletins which you would like to see
reported in the magazine. This speeds
the process of bulletin review and
keeps the costs of production down.
Also, for the sake of good stewardship, please do not mail bulletin
inserts which do not pertain to the
reporting of church events.
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Singers were in concert Oct. 24 at the Cedar
Heights church, Mill Hall, Pa. • The Warriors of
Light directed the Oct. 31 Youth Sunday service at the Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa.
Bishop Hawbaker was present Oct. 31 at the
Fairview church, Reesers Summit, Pa., to assist
in the dedication of the New Life Christian Education Center. • "Women and the Horseless Carriage" was the topic of the Oct. 11 Women's
Club meeting at the Grantham, Pa., church. An
auto mechanic spoke. • The Oct. 17 evening service of the Jemison Valley church, Westfield,
Pa., focused on the Promise Keepers. • John and
Ethel Sider and Graybill and Ethel Brubaker
were guests at the Oct. 23-24 missions conference of the Locust Grove congregation, York,
Pa. • Dan Lyons was the speaker at the Oct. 23
Sportsmen's dinner of the Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, Pa.
On Oct. 19 the Mechanicsburg, Pa., church
hosted the Susquehanna Conference MPF retreat.
The Jacobs Brothers were in concert Oct. 17. •
On Oct. 2 the Messiah Village church, Mechanicsburg, had a farewell tea for Eva Byers Lewis,
who is leaving for Macha Hospital, Zambia, to
become the nursing officer. • On Oct. 10, Rally
Day at the Morning Hour Chapel church, East
Berlin, Pa., a noon meal followed a program by
the Teen Challenge Men's Choir. In the evening
a group from the Mechanicsburg church, Decision, gave a concert. • Marlene and Gerald
Kauffman were speakers at the Nov. 12-14 couple's retreat of the Redland Valley church, York
Haven, Pa. It was held at Sylvan View Retreat
Center.
The Gospel Express was in concert Oct. 16 at
the Roseglen church, Duncannon, Pa. On Oct. 17
John and Ethel Sider shared about Mexico City
missions. • Two persons were baptized Oct. 24
into the fellowship of the Wesley congregation,
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. The churchfilleda dozen
shoe boxes for Russian children to be sent by
Operation Carelift. • Oct. 10 was a big day for
the West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg,
Pa. The Spring Valley Boys were in concert for
the morning Rally Day service, and the video
"Golden Dolphins" was viewed in the evening.

For The Record
Births
Atherton: Briana Renee, Aug. 23; Allen and
Julia (Neil) Atherton, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Baker: Allison Lynne, Oct. 10; Bradley and
Andrea (Burkholder) Baker, Manor congregation, Pa.
Benner: Caroline Grace, Oct. 13; Michael
and Mary Beth (Malowany) Benner, Wainfleet
congregation, Ont.
Brnjas: Sarah Elizabeth, Sept. 20; Steven
and Linda Brnjas, Westheights congregation,
Ont.
Byers: Abigail Elizabeth, Oct. 11; James and
Laura (Byers) Five Forks congregation, Pa.
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E.V. Timelines
100 Years Ago
Dec. 15, 1893 issue—From Editor Davidson: "We realize that the old
year is fast passing away, and with this issue Volume Six of the Evangelical Visitor will be closed. What is done, whether for good or evil, is
recorded, not only in the Visitor, but in the book of Time, and it cannot be
erased.... We think—and we are not alone in this thought if we may
judge from the many favorable testimonials we receive—that the Visitor
is the cleanest and best paper published for the money, and there are many
very good papers published, but the Visitor is free from advertisements,
and very few others are, and this is a source from which most papers
derive their largest income...."

75 Years Ago
Dec. 16 and 30 issues, 1918—In his farewell editorial, Editor Detwiler
pens this: "We prefer to step down and out with as little ceremony as is
consistent with the honorable discharge of a duty. We did not seek the
position in the beginning as it had not looked particularly inviting to us
previously, but having once accepted the position we endeavored to take
care of the work as best we could.... We feel that we should thank General Conference of 1918 for unanimously approving a Vote of Thanks
appreciative of our service, this notwithstanding that at a previous session
it approved a resolution charging that the testimony of the Visitor was not
in harmony with what the church stood for, which called for change of
editors, altho' this was not given as the reason in Conference Minutes (We
make no effort to harmonize the two actions: we can't).... So we wave to
all our friends a cheerful farewell with the hope that the divine Father may
graciously overrule all to His glory and crown all efforts which He can
approve with success, and all that His great name may be glorified."

50 Years Ago
December 20, 1943 issue—"Can we truly celebrate the natal day of the
Prince of Peace, when virtually all the world has gone mad in its orgy of
blood, and plunder, or searing hatred, suffering and horror?... We can be
especially thankful at this season that, as a church, we have consistently
maintained the doctrine of Christian peace and goodwill. For us there is
no paradox comparable to that faced by others who have denied their former teachings in this respect, and have reversed their emphasis, proclaiming the righteousness of the present conflict. For them to repeat the
sacred tidings of the angels seems to us like the hypocritical palaver of
political hirelings. If we do not mean what we say concerning the mission
of Christ, and the basic motivation of His coming, let us not blaspheme
that holy purpose by a blatantly insincere repetition of meaningless phrases."—Ed. Jesse Hoover

25 Years Ago
Dec. 16, 1968 issue—In J. Andrew Stoner's article "Non-resistance:
what it is not" the subheads read, "It is not a passive position," "It is more
than non-involvement in military service," "It isn't pacifism with the
present-day connotation," and "It is not an empty ideal."

10 Years Ago
December 1983 issue—Carried news that Ira M. Eyster had been
named a field representative for the Commission on Stewardship and
Finance, and that Owen Alderfer had been presented the Messiah College
Distinguished Alumnus Award.
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It was far from a normal Christmas for me and my family. Even though
all of the elements of Christmas were very visible and the music and celebration of the season were very much alive, for our family there was a
greater concern.
In the fall of 1954, my sister (now Mrs. Naomi Hulett) had become
very ill while away in college. The illness was not properly diagnosed.
Consequently, she experienced a ruptured appendix, and even then, it was
nine days later when surgery was finally performed. Her life hung in the
balance for several days. In fact, during this initial surgery, the work
could not be completed due to the seriousness of her condition.
In December, she had to return to the hospital for additional surgery to
complete what could not be accomplished in the first surgery.
Since I was only 14 years old at the time, I have relatively few memories of those days except the concern we had for her life. I do recall that
on Christmas day we visited her in the hospital. Following our
visit, we walked down the street where a boarding house was
advertising Christmas dinner at a very low cost. I recall a bit of
embarrassment in eating Christmas dinner with a group of people
I didn't even know. Beyond that, I have little or no memory of
the day nor the season. I do know that my sister recovered, to the great
joy of the entire family!
About 35 years later, while enjoying the celebration of Christmas with
my sister Naomi and her family, she asked me a very interesting question.
She said, "Do you remember the Christmas when I was in the hospital
and the only person in the family who got a present was me?" Mother had
sewn a pair of pajamas for her out of material she had available. She took
them to her at the hospital as her Christmas gift. She went on to say, "You
and Carolyn [my younger sister] got nothing for Christmas that year."
I share this very personal story to encourage you, the reader, to reconsider the priorities of your Christmas celebration. The real meaning and
memories of Christmas will not be established in the material gifts we
give and receive. It will be established by focusing on the real purpose of
Christmas. And that meaning is in the fact that Jesus Christ was sent into
the world to give life—eternal life!
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John
3:16).
Our Christmas celebrations have gone far astray from the celebration
of life—eternal life. We are so concerned with the gifts we give and
receive. We worry about the adequacy of the gifts we give.
I am reminded today that much of our world will get nothing for
Christmas. Unfortunately, they won't even get the message of life.
While we are planning our Christmas celebration in 1993, let's keep in
mind that we have a choice. We can spend all our resources trying to produce some temporary happiness in the recipients of those gifts. Or, we can
reevaluate our priorities and determine that our resources will help bring
the message of life—eternal life—to those who may get nothing else at
Christmas.
Today, I can rejoice that I got no-thing for Christmas all those years
ago. But I did receive the gift of life—not only the gift of life for a sister I
love, but the gift of eternal life because it was a priority in my family.
God bless you and your family as you celebrate life—eternal life—for
the whole world this Christmas!

I got
nothing
for
Christmas!
Or did I?
by W. Edward Rickman

W. Edward Rickman is
Director of Stewardship (U.S.A.).

Correction: Last month's Cooperative
Ministries Update incorrectly listed
the time period as Jan. 1-Mar. 31,
instead of Jan. 1-Sept. 30.

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - October 31,1993
1993
1992
Proportionate 1.928.956 1.751.194
Congregational 1,804,241 1,673,744
Individual
124,715
77,450
Designated and
Direct Giving 577.615
Congregational 278,176
Individual
299,439
Total to Date

574.198
310,943
263,255

2.506.571 2.325.392

Total Budget
4.210.537 4.142.279
Received to Date 59.6%
56.2%

22

Evangelical Visitor

Catlin: Jarrett Byer, Oct. 8; Terry and Jan
(Byer) Catlin, Upland congregation, Calif.
Deisinger: Michael Christopher, Sept. 28;
Donald and Christal (Harwell) Deisinger, Nappanee congregation, Ind.
Engle: Mark Heisey, Oct. 17; Fredrick and
Nan (Heisey) Engle, Manor congregation, Pa.
Espinosa: Jacob Pablo, Oct. 15; Rogelio and
Becky (Garza) Espinosa, Nappanee congregation, Ind.
Foster: Travis Harold, Oct. 4; Dave and Beth
(Wideman) Foster, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
George: Allison Leigh, Oct. 11; Travis and
Carolyn (Meyers) George, Antrim congregation,
Pa.
Gissing: Kayla Elise, Sept. 22; Shaun and
Ruth Gissing, Lakeside congregation, Alb.
Grant: Clayton Alonzo, Sept. 11; Steven and
Judy (Morgan) Grant, Sherkston congregation,
Ont.
Kauffman: Mikki Suzanne, Oct. 10; Mike
and Pam Kauffman, Five Forks congregation,
Pa.
Lebeck: Charlotte, Sept. 15; Brad and Alison
Lebeck, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Newswanger: Ryan Christopher, Sept. 27;
Duane and Bonnie (Tweed) Newswanger, Manor
congregation, Pa.
Nissley: Quincy Brent, Oct. 12; Rodney and
Sara (Miller) Nissley, Mastersonville congregation, Pa.
Reely: Brandon Lee, Oct. 13; Stacy Reely,
Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Reid: Luke, Oct. 9; Douglas and Diahann
Reid, Community Bible congregation, Fla.
Rittenhouse: Lydia Quinn, Oct. 4; Jeff and
Marci (Mumaw) Rittenhouse, Elizabethtown
congregation, Pa.
Shue: Rebekah Leigh, Sept. 16; Steven and
Gloria (Charles) Shue, Millersville congregation, Pa.
Wagner: Nicole Marie, Oct. 21; Michael and
Christine (Stone) Wagner, Conoy congregation,
Pa.
Warkentin: Joshua Daniel, Sept. 14; Dean
and Lori (Devereux) Warkentin, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Weaver: Adam Keith, Oct. 15; Dale and
Diane (Fitzgerald) Weaver, Silverdale congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Anderson - Van Natter: Wendi Marie,
daughter of David and Lenore Van Natter,
Stevensville, Ont., and Robert William Clayton,
son of William Anderson and Cheryl Greenfield,
Oct. 2, at Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Birky - Slessman: Lori Ann, daughter of
Larry and Erma Slessman, Bristol, Ind., and
Douglas George, son of Homer and Margaret
Birky, Elkhart, Ind., Oct. 2, at Nappanee
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jerel Book
officiating.
Caudwell - Sebum: Tannia, daughter of
Lewis and Isabelle Seburn, Fonthill, Ont., and
December
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Dave, son of Sharon Caudwell, Fen wick, Ont.,
Oct. 3, at Falls View Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. Greg Deardorff
officiating.
Clemenceau - Glenn: Amy Elizabeth,
daughter of Don and Joy Glenn, Oklahoma City,
Okla., and James Liberty, son of Don and Wanda
Clemenceau, Oklahoma City, Oct. 2, at Northwest Baptist Church with Rev. Steve Lehman
officiating.
Collins - Flagg: Tammy Louise, daughter
of Paul and Darlene Flagg, Wainfleet, Ont., and
Joseph Albert Marc, son of Edouard and MarieJeanne Collins, Welland, Ont., Oct. 16, at Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Charles Mashinter officiating.
Fretz - Marsh: Carol Daviss, daughter of
Anne and Robert Marsh, Wilmington, Del., and
Timothy Robert, son of Jean and Howard Fretz,
Ridgeway, Ont., July 23, at Dayspring Church of
the Savior with Revs. Gordon and Mary Cosby
officiating.
Gish - Landis: Frances M. Landis and J.
Glenn Gish, Oct. 2, at Messiah Village Chapel
with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev. Henry A.
Ginder officiating.
Johnson - Everhart: Sherry Everhart,
Solomon, Ks., and Steve Johnson, Enterprise,
Ks., Aug. 28, at Zion Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Ron Bowell officiating.
Martin - Deyhle: Rachel Leah, daughter of
Carl and Jean Deyhle, Springfield, Ohio, and
Kevin Lamar, son of Vernon and Doris Martin,
Englewood, Ohio, Oct. 3, at the home of Ron
and DeLaine Niesley with Rev. Sam
Hollingsworth and Rev. Atlee Hersberger officiating.
Martin - Stiebing: Anne Stiebing, daughter
of Gary Stiebing and Libby Rimedio, Cincinnati, Ohio, and James Anthony, son of Jim and
Donna Martin, Chambersburg, Pa., Sept. 25, at
Mercersburg Academy Chapel with Rev. Steven
D. Munger officiating.

Position Opening
Eastern Mennonite Seminary is
seeking a Registrar beginning August
1994. The full-time position includes
half-time registrar and half-time
teaching. Registrar responsibilities
include student registration and academic records, course scheduling and
academic/vocational advising. The
qualified candidate will possess a
Doctor's degree (or be enrolled in a
doctoral program) in a theological discipline and have administrative experience. Must be committed to the
Anabaptist/Mennonite faith perspective and support the mission and philosophy of Eastern Mennonite Seminary. Women and multi-ethnic persons are urged to apply. Send resume
to Dean's Office, Eastern Mennonite
Seminary, Harrisonburg VA 228012462.

Stickland - Goertzen: Lorna, daughter of
Bernhard and Agatha Goertzen, Welland, Ont.,
and Wesley Alfred, son of Alfred and Marlene
Stickland, Timmins, Ont., Sept. 18, at Sherkston
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert Kentie and Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Strickler - Haines: Kim Marie, daughter of
Ken and Linda Haines, Elizabethtown, Pa., and
Eric Scott, son of Chris and Connie Strickler,
Elizabethtown, Oct. 23, at Elizabethtown
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. David L.
Hall and Rev. Jim Gambini officiating.

Obituaries
Baum: Madeline Baum, born Jan. 15, 1902,
died Oct. 5. Preceding her in death was her husband, Cecil Baum. Surviving are a son, Donald
E.; three grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; and a brother, Howard W. Weaver. She
was a member of the Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. The funeral was held at Myers Funeral
Home with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev.
Charles R. Burgard officiating. Interment was
in Mechanicsburg Cemetery.
Byerman: Mark Edward Byerman, born Jan.
6, 1952, in Springfield, Ohio, died June 6. Surviving are his parents, Forest and Katie Byerman; three children, Julie, Joey, and Crystal; and
their mother, Cindi Byerman. Mark was a mem-

MCC 1993-1994
Resource Catalog
now available Lists more than 400
free-loan audiovisuals
and printed materials
about the mission of
MCC, the environment,
lifestyle, peace and
justice issues, hunger
and other topics.
Yours free from:
"v

C

Mennonite
Central
Committee

Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S.
21 South 12th Street. PO Box 500. Akron. PA
17501-0500
(717)859-1151 (717)859-3889
Mennonite Central Committee Canada
134 Plaza Drive. Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9
(204)261-6381
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halfway around the
world; some live next
door. And a few are
peeking around our
knees. If you want to
discover her gift of
faith-sharing, share
your faith with her.

Jubilee,
God's Good News.
A children's Sunday school curriculum.
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ber of the Beulah Chapel congregation, Ohio.
The funeral was held at the Richards, Raff and
Dunbar Funeral Home with Rev. Atlee Hershberger officiating. Interment was at the Rose Hill
Burial Park.
Gadsby: Donald Adrian Gadsby, born May
28, 1921, son of Ralph and Florence Sanderson
Gadsby, died Sept. 26. Surviving are his wife,
Dorothy; and four stepchildren. He was a member of the Sherkston congregation, Ont. The
funeral was held at the Davidson Funeral Home
with Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating. Interment was in Woodlawn Cemetery.
Hess: Paul E. Hess, born Aug. 14, 1921, son
of Milton M. and Esther Echman Hess, died
Sept. 17. Preceding him in death were a son,
Robert W.; and three sisters, Pearl Hess, Betty
Kime, and Rosemarie Fink. Surviving are his
wife, Rhoda W. (Wolgemuth); 4 sons, John W.,
Roy E., Paul M., and Barry W.; 4 daughters,
Pearl E. Demler, Marion L. Martin, Anna M.
Judnich, and Dawn M. Hawkins; 30 grandchildren; a brother, Milton E.; and seven sisters,
Ruth Snader, Grace Landis, Minerva Koser,
Helen Diffenderfer, Esther Stoltzfus, Caroline
Patches, and Belle Gainer. Paul was retired from
Midway Truck Service which he founded and
owned. He was a member of the Fairland congregation, Pa., where the funeral was held with
Rev. Vernon Bosserman officiating. Interment
was in the Cross Roads church cemetery.
High: C. Richard High, born Sept. 26, 1925,
son of Irvin R. and Bertha Bender High, died
Oct. 31. Preceding him in death were a sister
and three brothers. Surviving are his wife,
Martha (Bowders); two daughters, Linda L.
Keller and Mary Jane Monn; a son, Alan R.; five
grandchildren; three stepgrandchildren; three
great-grandchildren; and two brothers, Russell I.
and Harold H. He was a member of the Hollowell congregation, Pa. He was employed 35
years with the Western Maryland Railroad, retiring in 1981. The funeral was held at the Hollowell church with Rev. Ralph E. Palmer officiating. Interment was in Beautiful View Cemetery.
Howland: A. V. Howland, born Oct. 30,
1903, son of Charles and Minnie Shipley Howland, died Oct. 15. Preceding him in death was
his wife Eva (Smither). He married Mary Engle
in 1967. She survives along with 2 daughters,
Hope Peale and Lavon Keck; 2 sons, Larry and
Albert L.; 13 grandchildren; 7 great-grandchildren; and a sister. He graduated from Kansas
City University and United Theological Seminary, and began ministry with the United
Brethren in Christ Church, which merged with
the Evangelical United Brethren, which merged
with the United Methodist Church. He served in
numerous pastorates, as president of York College, as business manager of Westmar College,
and as a missionary to Sierra Leone. The funeral was held at the First United Methodist Church,
Abilene, Kan. Interment was in Union Cemetery.
Jenkins: Charlotte Jenkins, born May 4,
1902, died on Oct. 9. She was a member of the
Beulah Chapel congregation, Ohio. Rev. Atlee
Hershberger officiated at the graveside service at
Glenhaven Memorial Gardens.
Lady: Lois Lady, born Dec. 20, 1902,
daughter of Amos and Adda Gish Wolgemuth,
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died Oct. 27. Surviving are her husband, Samuel
A. Lady; 5 children, Lucille Wingert, Eunice
Boyer, Dorcas Good, Ruth Lady, and Charles
Lady; 10 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren;
and three sisters, Mary Heise, Rhoda Hass, and
Naomi Riddle. Lois was a member of the Messiah Village church, Pa., where the funeral was
held with Rev. J. Robert Lehman and Rev.
Martha Lady officiating. Interment was in Mt.
Pleasant Cemetery.
Mann: Harriet E., born May 27, 1902,
daughter of Isaac and Eliza Engle, died Oct. 13.
Preceding her in death was her husband,
Leighton H. Mann. Surviving are 3 sons, Ethan
E., Lowell D., and Myron A.; 2 daughters, Miriam A. Hock and Erma R. Herr; 13 grandchildren; and 8 great-grandchildren. A service was
led by Rev. Henry Miller at the Fairview Church,
Ohio, where Harriet spent most of her life. She
and her husband served as a deacon team for
many years there. A service also was held at
Messiah Village with Rev. Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was in the Fairview cemetery.
Miller: Mabel B. Miller, born Oct. 25, 1901,
died Oct. 13. Surviving are her husband, Paul H.
Miller; 2 sons, Richard J., and Everett S.; 3
daughters, Mildred M. Hess, June M. Hostetter,
and Naomi N. Ressler; 16 grandchildren; 30
great-grandchildren; and a brother, John M.
Brandt. She was retired from Hershey Food
Corp. and a member of the Messiah Village congregation, Pa., where the service was held with
Rev. S. Lane Hostetter and Rev. J. Robert
Lehman officiating. Interment was in Wenger's
Cemetery.
Milne: Earl George Milne, born June 7,
1910, son of William and Mary Faulkner Milne,
died May 29. Preceding him in death were two
brothers, James and Wilmot; and two sisters,
Bessie and Ethel. Surviving are his wife, Grace
V. (Knights); a daughter, Joan Pugh; and a son,
Bob. Earl had been an elder for 20 years at The
Peoples Church in Toronto before moving to
Keswick. They joined their daughter in attendance at the Heise Hill church, Ont. The funeral
was held at the church with Rev. Marlin Ressler
and Rev. Isaac Flagg officiating. Interment was
in the church cemetery.
Peters: Eva Mae Peters, born June 20, 1930,
daughter of Wayne and Minnie Faus Peters, died
Oct. 15. Surviving are a sister, Hettie Shenk; and
two brothers, Jesse F. and James F. Peters. After
12 years as a missionary in Africa, she returned
to care for her mother. She served as music coordinator at the Mastersonville church for many
years, leading singing, singing in a quartet, and
playing the organ. She served as publicity secretary from 1984 to 1991. She was a prayer warrior
and devoted letter-writer to missionaries until
her death. She was a member of the Mastersonville congregation, Pa., where the funeral was
held with Rev. Harold E. Bowers officiating.
Interment was in the Mastersonville cemetery.
Steinbrecher: Elizabeth Heer Steinbrecher,
born Sept. 22, 1910, in Oak Hill, Kan., died Oct.
22. Surviving are her husband, Henry Steinbrecher; a daughter, Lois Kauffman; 2 sons,
LeRoy and Rolin; 15 grandchildren; and 13
great-grandchildren. She was a clerical worker in
the office of Turkey Hill Dairies for 21 years,
retiring in 1980. She vas a member of the Manor
church, Pa., where she participated in the sewing
circle. She lived at Messiah Village for the past

two years. The funeral was held at the Manor
church with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz and Rev.
Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was in
Laurel Hill Memorial Gardens.
Stinson: James Ryan Stinson, born Aug. 26,
1977, son of Jim and Patty Stinson, died Oct. 11.
In addition to his parents, he is survived by his
grandparents, Arlo and Ruby McDonald, and
Dale and Olive Stinson; and two brothers, Donovan and Duane. Ryan was a junior at James
Buchanan High School, and employed pan-time
at McDonalds in Greencastle, Pa. He participated in Young Life, and in youth activities and
Sunday school at the Antrim church. The funeral was held at the church with Rev. Steven D.
Munger and Rev. Ky Searcy officiating. Interment was in the Air Hill cemetery.
Stump: Carl G. Stump, born Aug. 14, 1901,
in Elkhart Co., Ind., died Oct. 26. Preceding him
in death was his wife, Walta L. (Whitehead); 3
sisters; and 8 brothers. Surviving are 3 daughters,
Naomi Hertzler, Mary Lou Sheets, and Doris
Huber; 5 sons, Harvey, Ray, Kenneth, Carl O ,
and Leighton; 31 grandchildren; 2 stepgrandchildren; 52 great-grandchildren; and 4 stepgreat-grandchildren. During his 64 years as a
minister, he was co-founder of the Faith Mission in Elkhart. He ministered to the Union
Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., from 19291963. He was pastor of the Christian Union
church, Garrett, Ind., from 1963-1971, and was
bishop of the Indiana District from 1933-1957.
He served on the Home Mission Board, the
board of trustees of the Chicago Mission, the
board of Memorial Holiness Camp, the board of
trustees and the board of administration of Messiah College. The funeral service was held at the
Union Center Church of the Brethren with Rev.
David McGarvey and Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating. Interment was in the Union Center Cemetery.
Tribute
This tribute to Carl G Stump, a brother, a
servant, a leader, recognizes with gratitude his
service to the church and through it to the world.
His gifts touched several generations of Brethren
in Christ through his many avenues of service,
including involvement as pastor of the Union
Grove and Christian Union congregations, and as
a bishop. As churchman he contributed his time
and talent to serve the brotherhood he loved on
the General Conference level. Wherever he went
he left his mark as a dedicated and devoted servant of the Lord.
Our Brother Stump knew the Good Shepherd and followed him into gentle green pastures. He drank deeply of the Water of Life and
pursued the path of righteousness. When in the
shadowy valley of disappointment he affirmed
God's presence. When the rod of discipline
touched his life and when it seemed his outer
person would perish, he was nurtured to spiritual strength at the table of the Lord. And so it is
now and forever his privilege to dwell securely
in the house of the Lord.
For those who cherish the joy of being family and for those who shared with him the gift of
friendship and the fellowship of service there is,
in this remembrance of his life, the delightful
fragrance of Divine grace. To God be the Glory!
Glenn Ginder, Bishop
Central Conference
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Dear Fielding,
Roaming the cornfields got pretty cold this fall. The snows came
early and heavy and, frankly, I needed a warm home and some food.
So I found this large building—strangest house I've ever been in. No
heat in most rooms and sort of dark. But it's better than outside. If
you have a moment every month or so, I'll tell you my tail—oops,
my tale. (My tail tale will have to wait till some other letter.)
Most of the time, I'm by myself here. The company is a man who
usually sits in a small room by himself, poring over a book or sitting
with eyes closed and fingertips pressing tightly together. He has a
most earnest expression on his face when he takes this position.
Sometimes his lips move. Occasionally he gets up and paces the
room, motioning and talking out loud to someone. I don't think it's
to me. At least I haven't seen evidence that anyone knows I'm
here—yet. (Eventually humans always figure out I'm around. Then
life gets pretty dangerous.)
My guess is that this man is different. If I'm any judge of character at all, I'd say that if he ever saw me, he'd talk to me. Something
like, "Why, who do we have here? How's the world treating you
today?" Someday I'll test him to see if he is more charitable toward a
mouse than he was to that fly the other day. Pow! What an
aim...great hand-to-eye coordination. That old buzzer was back to
dust.
This fellow must have missed his calling. At least, I'd guess that
baseball is his real passion. Yesterday, I saw him carry a radio into
his office under his jacket. Toronto versus Philly. The guy kept
mumbling with a grin about divided loyalties, something about a
BIC not knowing who in the world to root for...this thing could cause
the first church split since 1850.... Like a lot of what he says, I didn't
understand it. He's a puzzle to me that I'll have plenty of time to put
together over the next few months.
Actually, I'm having a good time investigating this house. I'll let
you know what I find. I keep thinking surely someone else will
come.
Your cousin,
A. Nony Mouse
P.S. No sooner did I finish my letter than, just as I suspected, people finally came to visit the man. In fact, when he has company, he
really has company! It's quite a big deal. And when they're here the
man seems totally transformed. He smiles a lot. He even gets up in
front of the guests and gives a big, long speech. They listen to him
without a peep. He seems as though he is a spring wound, up all week
long just for this moment. His eyes get fiery and he takes on the
same earnest expression I mentioned before.
After a couple hours, the people all left. They hugged him. Or
they shook his hand and said things like, "That was great" or "Right
on, Pastor!" Actually, they seem to care more about what he says
than who he is, because they all went
away and left him alone again. Oh,
well...who's to figure? I'm glad the
company's gone. They left some donut
crumbs in the kitchen. I'm headed back
there right now. This church mouse life
has its advantages after all.
Hope this letter hasn't taken too long
to get to you. Later, A.N.M.
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Book Review

A Wing and a Prayer, by Paul
Hostetler. (Nappanee, Ind.: Evangel Publishing House, 1993). Paper, 159 pages.
Currently available for $5.95 from any
Christian Light Bookstore or directly
from the author, 518 Messiah Village,
P.O. Box 2015, Mechanicsburg, PA
17055-2015. Reviewed by E. Morris
Sider.
Paul Hostetler has done it again! In A
Wing and a Prayer, something of a
sequel to his well-known Preacher on
Wheels, he relates a series of accounts
coming largely out of his personal experiences. The narratives show once again
that he is a storyteller par excellence.
Various threads run through the stories, helping to tie them together. The
strong images of the author's father, Eli
Hostetler Sr. (the subject of Preacher on
Wheels), and father-in-law, E.J. Swalm,
appear in various stories, a suggestion of
the strong influence these men had on
Paul Hostetler's life. The author's love
of family is seen in some way in almost
every chapter. His fondness for adventure is caught in the first two chapters—
on airplanes—from which the title of the
book is derived; the motif is sustained by
travel and risk-taking accounts in various places in the book. Throughout the
stories are words of advice, particularly
for families, made palatable by their
being more indirect than direct, lighthanded, and inspired by the author's love
of family.
The stories are effective because they
are largely based on the author's personal experiences and observations, and
because they are told in good storytelling
fashion—in short chapters and paragraphs, in sentences well constructed for
their effect on the reader, and with varying seriousness and humor.
To illustrate the humor, here is the
author telling about the "valuable information" (his words) that he received from
his bishop father-in-law, who "showed
me a book soon after we were married. It
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was titled All I Know About Women.
When I opened the book, all the pages
were blank."
And here is an episode from a funfilled trip to General Conference in California by six adults in a compact-size Falcon station wagon. They arrived at the
Grand Canyon but the women were too
tired to get out of the car.
"But they came suddenly alive when
JR [Eli Hostetler Jr., then pastoring a congregation at Ashland, Ohio], standing on
a rocky ledge, lost his balance. With flailing arms and a loud yell, he disappeared
over the edge. The three women felt sick,
seeing in their mind's eye the crumpled
body thousands of feet below ....
"Just then they saw a cowboy hat and
JR's grinning face come slowly into
view. The women were not amused."
But in much of the humor, the author

ffi&cipleehip
What kind of people?
Part 3 of a series
by Samuel M. Brubaker
In last month's column we suggested
that Christians in these times need to
reassert the concept of the lordship of
Jesus, not only in their talking, but in
their way of life. This should be so genuine that it makes our lives conspicuously different and appealing.
Another fundamental feature needed
to make discipleship relevant for the 21st
century is simplicity of lifestyle. This is
needed as an antidote to the materialism
which has overwhelmed the value system of many in North America.
Simple lifestyle is hard to define.
We're not advocating obsolescence nor
disrepair; nor are we negating beauty,
creativity, and art. We would not condemn technology, which can be ally or
enemy in efforts to simplify and keep
simple.
What we're talking about is primarily
a mindset, a value system in which material goods take second place behind the
greater virtues of love, generosity, contentment, and sharing. This challenge is
especially great for people whose wealth
is sufficient to allow them access to
extensive material enjoyments if they
December 1993

also makes a worthwhile point. Thus on
page 94 he is reminded of the man "who
wrote an article on Ten Theories on How
to Raise Children.' Later he had ten children and no theories."
Included in the book are several stories written by Beth Hostetler Mark on
Hostetler family life. They prove what
some of us already know, namely, that
like her father she is an excellent storyteller and should be gracing the pages of
our denominational literature with more
of her writing.
The book ends on a note both of seriousness and hope. The last chapter contains an Easter sermon given by the
author when he was associate pastor of
the Grantham congregation. The sermon
is in the form of a letter written by
Cleopas and Mary, the Emmaus couple,
to the physician Luke. After recounting

the excitement and joy of Jesus' appearance to them and to the group at
Jerusalem, they conclude their letter with
these words:
"One more thing. Mary and I have
started a new tradition in our home. For a
whole week we have set the place at the
table where our Lord sat. That reminds us
that he is always with us. Of course, he is
right there in Antioch with you also,
Luke, and with all the other believers
everywhere."
That paragraph catches the book's
sense of joy and hope of life, especially as
lived in the Christian home and in the
church community.

for the 21et Century
choose to do so. Such people experience
an insidious temptation to indulge themselves with increasing amenities, all the
while becoming oblivious to (or ignoring) the fact that their attention to things
significantly detracts their attention from
surrounding persons. Pursuit of goods
and the money to pay for and maintain
them jeopardizes relationships to God
and to people—even the people most
important in our lives.
Jesus, in Matthew 6, calls us to a life
focused more on values and less on
things. His call to relegate material necessities (food and clothing) to secondary
status is so dramatic that we may tend to
miss his point. He was using the technique of hyperbole to dramatize his
teaching. And he concludes that God
knows what our needs are, and will "add
to" us those necessities as we highly prioritize him and his kingdom in the way
we live.
Simple lifestyle is hard to achieve. The
extreme division of labor in our society
makes people more interdependent. Population density also adds complexity to
life. Self-sufficiency can enhance simplicity, but requires the complexity of
achieving space (property, land) and time
(freedom from wage-earning). Life in the
21st century cannot duplicate the (presumed) tranquilities of the past. Simple
lifestyle for urban dwellers will look quite

different from an equally simple style of
a rural person.
The common principle is giving priority to the values Jesus says are
paramount. How do I spend my time and
money? Do I create needless stress by
striving for a level of material consumption beyond my means? Do I build a big
house, or clothe myself expensively, or
choose my car to impress people? Do my
recreational activities leave me too tired
and too much in debt to provide a new
yield of happiness? Do I spend so much
on myself that I haven't enough to share
with others as I'd "like" to give? Has the
kingdom of God received less of my
time, affection, and money than I should
have given it? If the answer to any of
these is yes, I need to simplify my
lifestyle.
For more detailed treatment of this
subject, the reader may wish to see
Shalom!, Vol. 13, No. 2, Spring 1993.
Also see the excellent article by Dr. Luke
L. Keefer Jr., "Living for What Matters
Most," in the February and March 1993
issues of the Visitor.

This column is provided by the Board for
Brotherhood Concerns.
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MESSIAH
COLLEGE
NEWS
Presidential search process
The Presidential Search Committee
reported to the Board of Trustees that 80
candidates had been nominated before
the October 1 deadline. The search committee is working hard to narrow the field
of applicants as the process continues.
The committee will select semi-finalists
at a December 3 meeting. In January,
three candidates will be presented to the
board's Executive Committee for further
consideration. The full board is scheduled to hear the Executive Committee's
recommendation on the finalists on
February 11, and then act to elect the new
president.
Leaders in Ministry Conference
Join pastors, elders, deacons, and other
leaders from churches and parachurch
agencies as they learn about "Walking in
Paradise Again" and "Renewing Our Life
with God" at the 29th Annual Ministers
Conference hosted by Messiah College
on March 14-16, 1994.
The keynote speakers for the conference are Mrs. Evelyn Christenson and
Dr. Richard Lovelace. Mrs. Christenson
is a woman of prayer and great energy
and the author of six
books. She recently
received the Platinum Book Award
for What Happens
When Women Pray,
which has sold over
1,655,000 copies.
She is the founder
and chairman of the board of United
Prayer Ministry, a nonprofit corporation
based in Minnesota.
Dr. Lovelace is professor of church history at Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary in South
Hamilton, Massachusetts. Among
the several books he
has authored are The American Pietism of
Cotton Mather: Origins of American
Evangelicalism (1979), Dynamics of
Spiritual Life: An Evangelical Theology
of Renewal (1979) and Renewal As A
Way of Life: A Guidebook for Spiritual
Growth (1985).
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Seminars offered at the conference
include "Surprised by Life," "Discipleship in a Deteriorating Society," "The
New Age Movement and Health Care,"
"Teaching/Preaching Insights from Isaiah," and "Teambuilding Skills for Leaders."
Conference fees are $30 for one day
and $50 for two, and $15 for one day for
a spouse and $25 for the full conference
for a spouse. Continuing education credit is available. Contact conference administrator Michael True at Messiah College
for more information (717) 766-2511.

held in collaboration with La Casa de
Amistad, a human service agency located
in Harrisburg.
"We believe that we have a unique
GED program," said Ms. Yunez. "We
have an interchange of learning that goes
two ways: the Messiah students help the
adult students in the academic areas, and
the adult students help our students to
enrich their Spanish language abilities.
We've found that the lines between
teacher and student are blurred and we
have a rather informal class where people
aren't afraid to ask questions."

Spanish students get training
in GED preparation class
Most foreign language instruction
takes place within the four walls of a
classroom. This semester, students of
Spanish 206 at Messiah College are going
out of the classroom in a unique way to
learn Spanish, and are helping others in
the process.
Messiah's Spanish Conversation and
Composition class and its 13 members
meet at Messiah College on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons. Besides doing traditional work (discussing short literary
readings, working on their own writing
and grammar skills), students prepare
mini-lessons (in Spanish) in the areas of
math, science, and social studies.
As an intermediate step, students teach
their lessons to the Spanish 206 class,
receiving evaluations from their peers
who assess their work. They also get
feedback from course instructor Kim
Yufiez. Then they incorporate necessary
changes into their presentation to present
a more polished lesson to Spanish speaking adult GED students in Harrisburg
(Pa.). There are six registered adults for
the students to teach their lesson for the
second and final time. The GED class is

Learning to write
in a new environment
The class of 1997 is the first to begin
their studies in Messiah's new General
Education curriculum. Their first introduction to this curriculum is the Freshman Seminar, which students can take in
either the fall or spring semester. Unlike
the former Skills and Perceptions course
which students attended in large lecture
halls, the Freshman Seminar is designed
to be taught in small classes (no more
than 16) to accomplish the same goal of
teaching necessary communication skills.
Another difference between the two
is that the new seminar offers far more
choice to the student. One principle that
guides the teaching of writing skills in
the seminar is engagement—that is, students will tend to write better about subjects that interest them. Thus, 34 different
topics, each taught by a different faculty
member, are being offered to freshmen
this fall.
The other principle that guides the
teaching of writing in seminar is helpful
intervention. Students receive input from
the professor and/or from peers that helps
them to focus and refine their rough
drafts into acceptable final products.

How to apply for financial aid
College-bound high school senior: apply for financial aid now. Here are four
steps to follow in applying for financial aid for 1993-1994 academic year.
1. Identify the types of financial aid for which you may qualify. The Messiah College Financial Aid Office has a packet of helpful brochures that it will send
to interested students. Contact this office (Messiah College, Grantham PA 17027)
and ask for the materials mentioned in the December 1993 Evangelical Visitor.
2. Discuss the availability of state, provincial, and local community scholarships, grants, and loans with your school guidance counselor.
3. Many financial aid programs require students to demonstrate financial
need. Need analysis forms are available from the Messiah College Financial Aid
Office and should be completed and submitted during January and February.
4. Submit your financial aid application early. High school students should
apply for financial aid in January or February.
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Dear Paul,
Can you believe the end of this calendar year is just days away? The fact that
I'm surprised by that is probably a sign
I'm getting older. (I can almost hear you
chuckling; you enjoy reminding me how
young I am.) This week I've been thinking back over the past 12 months, trying
to assess the high and low points, the
goals I've achieved and where I've fallen
short.
It's been exhilarating to review this
year's highlights. Our business has done
well; we've met our sales projections and
expect to show our largest profit ever.
Our local fellowship has welcomed a significant number of new believers; we're
experiencing steady, unified growth. My
wife and I have watched with amazement
as our toddler-age son has grown by leaps
and bounds, treating us to equal amounts
of delight and exasperation!
But I can't shake a nagging disappointment. Frankly, I haven't followed
through on several basic commitments

affecting my church, personal, and family life. Back in January Brothers Justus,
Marcus, and I enthusiastically promised
to hold one another accountable to pray
for renewal and revival here in Colossae.
We followed through for a month or two,
but gradually our mutual encouragement
to pray slacked off. Now and then we
sheepishly remind ourselves of that
accountability pact and wonder if we
should try again. Our city certainly needs
prayer.
Near the beginning of the year I also
started getting up an hour earlier for uninterrupted meditation and prayer. Unfortunately, I couldn't maintain that schedule for more than a few weeks. A third
personal goal was to make sure my wife
and I spent at least one evening a week
together without our young son. More
often than not that time was preempted by
some demand at work or church.
My sincere promises and poor performance aren't unique among the brothers

and sisters, I'm sure. We all struggle with
self-discipline. And too often the apparent urgency of the situation at hand
squeezes out the important—personal
devotions and relationships at home. We
are easily sidetracked from those commitments because they seem less pressing.
With the beginning of the new year I
plan to make a fresh start. I know how
much you dislike new year's resolutions,
but I also know how firmly you believe in
setting goals and establishing a clear
focus. Following your example, I'm
rethinking my priorities—husband,
father, church lay-leader, businessman,
citizen—and trying to set realistic goals
accordingly. With our Lord's help, I'll
have a more successful report to give next
year's end. Thank you for your encouragement along the way.
With love, your son in the faith,
Onesimus

A gift subscription to the
Evangelical Visitor truly is a
"gift that keeps on giving/'
It's my own fault I guess. I dared to
read the Evangelical Visitor before reading the Bible on Saturday morning. The
first article I read was "They come for
the show, but refuse to grow" (October
'93). The further I read the more disappointed I became. The article unfortunately plays into the hands of longtime
Brethren in Christ who already have a
strong we/them attitude about new people. It is tragic that this article took up
two pages of space complaining about
the low commitment of new Christians
rather than giving our "mature" Christians the handles and encouragement
they need to develop friendships with the
unsaved, love them into the kingdom,
and disciple them to maturity. What we
need is more modeling of commitment
by the mature, not criticism of the uncommitted.
Omer E. King
Lancaster, Pa.
December 1993
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Special Gift Idea:
A VISITOR LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTION
Great for College Graduates or Newly-Weds
Only$180J$225 Canadian)
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Evangelical Visitor
P.O. Box 166
Nappanee, IN 46550
For more information, call (800) 253-9315
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Keeping Christ
at the center
by John B. Hawbaker

In all of life and in all the ministries of the church we have one unifying central focus, and that is Jesus
Christ himself. To worship him, to
know him, to grow in him, to follow
him, to make him known to others—
these are the reasons the church
exists. Everything points to Christ.
The Christmas carol helps us to
keep Christ at the center: "O Come let
us adore him, Christ, the Lord." It is a
worship focus that fits the whole year.
It is so easy to let other things,
even good things, slip into the forefront, where Christ properly belongs.
Chuck Colson tells how Mother Teresa sought to help a brother in her
order to keep Christ at the center. This
brother came to her complaining
about a superior whose rules, he felt,
were interfering with the ministry he
wanted to do. "My vocation is to

Contributions invited for
Dialogue and
Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters
may be shortened. All letters must
be signed. Occasionally we may
decide to withhold names due to
special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for
readers to express their opinions on
a broad range of topics relevant to
the mission of the church and to living the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, and does not
necessarily reflect the official position or policy of the Brethren in
Christ Church or this periodical.
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work for lepers," he declared to
Mother Teresa. "I want to spend
myself for the lepers."
She looked at him for a moment
and then smiled. "Brother," she said
gently, "your vocation is not to work
for lepers. Your vocation is to belong
to Jesus" (Loving God, p. 126).
That is radical discipleship. That
is basic Christianity. Knowing Jesus
comes first; then serving him follows,
growing out of that intimate fellowship with him. Christ, not our service
for Christ, is the main point.
The Apostle Paul accomplished
great things for God—preaching to
the Gentiles, leading many to faith in
Christ, establishing churches everywhere he went. But when he talked
about his personal goals and values,
he talked about Jesus. "I want to
know Christ," he said (Phil. 3:10). Is
knowing Christ what you want, more
than anything else?
Keep Christ at the center of our
worship. This begins with our private
worship. The German Pietist, Gerhard Tersteegen (1697-1769), wrote
of the simplicity and beauty of living
in the loving presence of God. "To
walk before God and in his presence,"
he said in one of his letters, "is the
ground and the costly jewel of true
Christian living. I would have you
above all things to grasp this firmly,
because, when it is rightly understood
and practiced, it includes all else"
(Recluse in Demand, pages 45-49).
Christ also is to be at the heart of
our public worship. In the quarterly
report form which pastors submit to
the bishops, one of the lines for completion is this: "The greatest concern
I have right now is...." One pastor
wrote: "that we maintain a fervent
love for Christ and that our services
do not degenerate into ritualism." It is
a sign of spiritual health when pastor
and congregation seek to have a fervent love for Jesus be the central part
of public worship.
Keep Christ at the center of our
evangelism. The Apostle Paul wrote

to the Christians at Corinth about the
one thing that was important to him in
his ministry to them. "For I resolved
to know nothing while I was with you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified" (1 Corinthians 2:2).
I remember that when Roy Sider
was Director of Evangelism for our
denomination, he spoke about his
experiences in personal witnessing.
He said, "I have decided that I will
mention more often the name of Jesus
Christ in personal conversations with
people." Bob and Betty Jacks have a
ministry of helping Christians to start
evangelistic home Bible studies. In a
conference held earlier this fall in the
Grantham, Pa., area, Bob said repeatedly, "Just talk about Jesus."
Goals, methods, strategies, and
mobilization all have their place, but
the most important thing in evangelism is to lift up Christ.
Keep Christ at the center of our
discipleship. As our churches set
goals in discipleship, they are dealing
with such things as literature, instruction, small groups, and training. However, all of these things are the means,
not the end. The end is Christ living
in you. Or, to put it another way, the
end is greater Christlikeness. God's
intention is that "we will in all things
grow up into him who is the Head,
that is, Christ" (Eph. 4:15). Then the
life of the indwelling Christ will flow
out through us in service, witness, and
works of compassion.
Jesus said, "I am the vine; you are
the branches. If a man remains in me
and I in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing"
(John 15:5). The main task of the
church is clear and simple, although
not always easy because of competing
voices. Our main task is to keep
Christ at the very center of all we do.

John Hawbaker is Bishop of the Susquehanna Conference.
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Bad news. The best news.
It is time to write a Christmas editorial, and my mind
has been drawn to the past year, a year of largely
depressing news on the international scene. The initial
euphoria many people experienced over the end of the
Cold War and the demise of the Soviet Union has been
replaced by the dismal realization that conflicts continue
to erupt over cultural and religious differences. As J.
Robert Charles observed at a recent meeting called to
advise Mennonite Central Committee as it works with
personnel in the world's hot spots, "The end of the Cold
War has uncorked the bottle of international strife and
hatred."
Even the glimmer of hope offered by the top news
story in mid-September—"Israel and the Palestinians
sign historic peace agreement in Washington"—was all
too soon replaced by news of fresh atrocities in Bosnia
and Somalia.
Closer to home, the news hasn't been noticeably better. For example, recent newscasts featured these local
headlines: gangs are developing in the nearby cities of
South Bend and Elkhart, modeled after Chicago and
Detroit street gangs...a local high school has installed
surveillance cameras in hallways and rest rooms in an
effort to curb vandalism...children are being sent home
from school because they brought guns to class...another
toddler is killed in a drive-by shooting thought to be
drug-related...across the state line, Dr. Kevorkian assists
in another Michigan suicide.
As I made some mental notes about this depressing
news highlighting the violence and crime engulfing our
society, I recalled a Canadian friend who once chided me
for the lawlessness he saw in the United States. In Canada, he assured me, "we don't have those problems." But
as I glanced through Maclean's (Canada's equivalent of
Newsweek) last week, I soon was reading the headline:
"A town in terror: Hoodlums harass a small Nova Scotia
community." (Ah, even in Canada, one finds evidences
of the Fall.)
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Hatred and hostility. Crime and violence. The words
of Paul to Timothy come to mind: "Mark this: There will
be terrible times in the last days" (2 Timothy 3:1). But
what does all this bad news have to do with Christmas,
you ask? The answer is simple: It was into this kind of
world—the world of oppression, pain, sorrow, hatred,
violence—that Jesus was born. No stranger to the harshness and violence of human existence, Jesus was born in
a stable and died on a cross.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn....
He knows our need, our weakness is no stranger...
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother,
And in His name all oppression shall cease....
O night divine, O night when Christ was born!'
We cannot fully understand the mystery of God's
great love for us, a love which Scripture says moved God
to send his son into the world "while we were yet sinners." But we do know that in the coming of Jesus
Christ, God was making ample provision for our forgiveness, healing, and restoration. Christ brings hope into our
broken, suffering world.
It is virtually impossible to avoid hearing (or experiencing) bad news. However, the staff of the Evangelical
Visitor, together with the employees of Evangel Press
and the Christian Light Bookstores, want to remind you
of the best news:
Joy to the world! The Lord has come!
Let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing!2

0 Holy Night, Adolphe Adam
Joy to the World, Isaac Watts

2
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And,behold,thou And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
shalt conceive tn otft of the cittj of Nazareth,into
thy womb, and bring Jbdosa,unto-the city of David, which
* forth ason,and to called Bethfehem.
shalt call his name
Oesus.

And afte broughtforthher firstborn
son and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and Iatd him in a manger,
because there was no room for
them in the inn.

And,fo,the angel of the
Lord cams upon them,
and the glorg of the
Lord shone round
about them-, and they
were sore afraid.
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And when they were come
into the house, they saw the
young child with Marghis
mother, andfelldown, and
worshipped him, and when
j ujeu. had opened theirtreasures,
they presented unto him
gifts;

Now when Jesus was
Born inBethlehem of
Judaea in the days of Herod |
the Kino, behold, there
came wise men from the
ea*stto Jerusalem.
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Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth
peace, goodwill
toward men.
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